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As Yank pincers split the Saar, the trap closes on fleeing Nazis. 





Mitscher Carriers Cripple 
Jap Ships In Home Waters 





GUAM, March 21—Carrier planes of Vice Admiral Marc A. Mitscher’s Task Force 58, hunting 
down the bulk of the Japanese home fleet hiding in Nippon’s 240-mile-long inland sea, crippled at 
least 17 enemy warships, including a 45,000-ton super battleship and eight aircraft carriers in a 
furious battle on Monday, Admiral Chester W. Nimitz announced today. 

The American fleet, engaging the Japanese fleet in the enemy’s home waters, dealt a dam- 
aging blow, Admiral Nimitz said. Audacious raiders from the world’s largest task force, penetrating 
a hitherto untouched area which Japan considered safe for her navy, smashed hangars, arsenals, 
oil storage facilities and 495 planes, as well as wreaking damage upon the fleet. The Mitscher task 





Army Personnel In U. S. Must 
Abide By Midnight Curfew 





WASHINGTON, March 21 (UP)—The Federal Government 
today struck a telling blow in the fight to beat down the minor 
revolt started by Mayor Fiorello H. La Guardia of New York 


against the midnight curfew. 


While the Mayor’s supporters were defending the one-hour 
extension of the New York curfew as a boon to service men, the 





8th Improves Posifions; 
Scattered Action For 5th 


ADVANCED AFHQ, March 21— 
Activity on the 5th Army front yes- 
terday continued to be very light 
and our patrols maintained only 
Scattered contact with Kesselring’s 
forces, while 8th Army troops in?- 
Proved their positions slightly in 
Several brief fire fights. 

While sporadic exchanges of 
artillery and mortar fire were re- 
Ported from several sectors, two 5th 
Army patrols contacted enemy par- 
ties in the vicinity of Monterumici, 
two miles southwest of Livergnano, 


aa in the mountains below 
ologna, 
Eighth Army troops made local 
advances northwest of Mezzano, 
near the Adriatic, taking some 
Prisoners. In other sectors, how- 
ever, German raiding parties were 
very active and forced us to with- 
Taw from a strongpoint house near 





Cuffiano on the Senio River. 


+War Department today ordered 


all Army personnel in the United 
States to abide by the curfew 
despite any extension fixed by 
local authorities. 

Military police in New York took 
over the enforcement job, making 
the rounds of mid-Manhattan en- 
tertainment places, warning man- 
agers and bar tenders that no drinks 
could be sold to service men in 
Army uniform after midnight. 

Members of the Shore Patrol were 
ordered to accompany the MPs as 
observers, indicating the Navy may 
follow with a similar nation-wide 
order to sailors, Coast Guardsmen 
and Marines. 

War Mobilizer James F. Byrnes, 
who ordered the curfew, was stoutly 
defended yesterday by President 
Roosevelt. The President said he 
was wholeheartedly in favor of mid- 
night closing and was glad most 
of the country had accepted it. 

Meanwhile, Rep. William M 
Colder (D., Mass.), said he would 
try to confer with Byrnes today to 
draft legislation to give the Gov- 
ernment curfew enforcement 
powers. 


+#force moved northeast from its 
two-day raid upon Kyushu, Kobe 
and Kure to make the sweep 
upon the principal units of the 
Imperial Fleet. 

Admiral Nimitz said that Ameri- 
can losses were light and the Asso- 
ciated Press reported that not a 
single ship was lost. Japanese planes 
attacked in wave after wave, how- 
ever, and one warship was seriously 
damaged, while others sustained 
minor blows. All ships moved away 
under their own power. Combat 
losses among the carrier planes were 
described as "extremely light.” 

The first accounts of the most 
daring naval action of the Pacific 
war were pieced together from a 

(Continued on page 2) 


Ed Flynn Visiting Italy 
As FDR's Representative 


AFHQ, March 21 — Edward J. 
Flynn, former National Chairman 
of the Democratic party who is now 
in Italy as personal emissary of 
President Roosevelt, conferred here 
this morning with Field Marshal 
Sir Harold R. L. G. Alexander, Su- 
preme Allied Commander, and Maj. 
Gen. Otto L. Nelson, Deputy Thea- 
ter Commander, MTOUSA. 

Flynn arrived at Allied Force 
Headquarters late Tuesday from 
Russia and Cairo and is now visit- 
ing Rome where he will call on Pope 
Pius XII, American Ambassador 
Alexander C. Kirk, and Myron Tay- 








sentative at the Vatican. He a 
intends to visit the 15th Army 
Group and the 5th Army. 





lor, the President’s personal repre-| Red 
lso| 3rd White Russian Army Group. 
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U.S. 3rd, 


7th Rout 


Nazis In Saar Basin 





Two more German armies, 


of them—in American hands. 


Main across the Rhine. 


out of action, according to BBC, 
were in full, disorganized retreat along the 30 miles of west 
bank between Ludwigshafen and Karlsruhe. In the past 48 
hours, upwards of 30,000 demoralized enemy soldiers had fallen 
into the hands of the American 3rd and 7th Armies. 

. The battle for the Saar appeared over tonight, with virtually 
all of the important industrial installations—or what was left 


SHAEF, March 21—Tanks of the U. S. 3rd Army tonight en- 
tered and passed through the great chemical and industrial city of 
Ludwigshafen on the west bank of the Rhine, last escape pas- 
sage to the east for the thoroughly routed Wehrmacht. 


the ist and 7th, have been put 
and the remaining Nazi columns 


The fall of Saarbrucken and 


Zweibrucken, and the linkup of 3rd and 7th Army forces west 
of Kaiserslautern saw the Nazis fleeing toward temporary 
haven on the Rhine’s east bank. 

By late today, also, 3rd Army forces had cleared two-thirds 
of the historic city of Mainz, 17 miles west of Frankfurt-am- 


Tonight’s dramatic announcement from Lt. Gen. George 
S. Patton’s headquarters that the 3rd Army was inside Ludwig- 





7,000 Allied Planes 
Maul Reich Targets 


LONDON, March 21 (AP)—The 
Allied air forces ripped into Ger- 
many from dawn to dusk today with 
bombs from planes estimated at 
7,000, including 2,000 heavy bombers, 
in one of the greatest coordinated 
air assaults of the war. 

Wave after wave of big four- 
engined bombers from Engand pa- 
raded over the Reich in relays 
while tactical aircraft from ad- 
vanced bases on the continent kept 
up a hectic mauling of German 
troops reeling back from the Rhine. 
Spitfire-escorted Mosquitos, in a 
pin-point attack at noon, today suc- 
cessfully blasted and fired Ges- 
tapo headquarters in Copenhagen, 
Denmark. 

Nine airfields in northwest Ger- 
many and a tank factory at Plauen, 
south of Leipzig, were attacked by 
approximately 1,300 Flying Fort- 
resses and Liberators of the 8th 
AAF today. The heavies were es- 
corted by more than 700 long-range 
fighters. 

At the same time, Lancasters of 
the RAF struck in force at a large 
oil refinery at Bremen. 

A second force of Lancasters made 
a heavy attack this afternoon on 
railway yards at Munster on the 
main line running from Osnabruck 
to the Ruhr. 





+shafen, seat of the giant chem- 


ical trust, I. G. Farben, and 
center of Germany’s chemical 
industry, came after a swift ad- 
vance along roads which BBC 
described as lined with German 
corpses and burnt-out vehicles 
—evidence of the devastating ef- 
fectiveness of Allied bombers. 

In the bridgehead area, on the 
east bank of the Rhine, American 
forces have reached the river Sieg 
along a seven-mile front. 

The Sieg empties into the Rhine 
about two miles north of Bonn and 
Wied River joins the Rhine at Neu- 
wied. 

In their breakthrough in the Saar 
yesterday, the 3rd and 7th Armies 
took 15,000 prisoners alone. 

Plunging to the west of Kaisers- 
lautern after capturing that sup- 
ply and communications center, 
3rd Army forces linked up in the 
vicinity of Ottweiler with elements 
of the 7th Army which had 
cracked the Siegfried Line guard- 
ing the southern border of the 
Saar basin. 

Saarbrucken, leading city of 
Germany’s "little Ruhr” and Zwet- 
brucken were among the key citics 
which fell to the 7th Army forces. 
Thousands of Germans were re- 


ported trapped in the great pocket 
created y the 3rd-7th Army 
linkup. 


Today’s SHAEF communique re- 
ported that enemy resistance west 
of the Rhine and south of the Mo- 
sel has been "almost completely 
disorganized.” Front-line dis- 





(Continued on page 8) 





Stettin Aflame As Soviets 
Mass On Oder East Bank 





MOSCOW, March 21—With Stet- 
tin "burning and beleaguered,” as 
Marshal Stalin announced, the Red 
Army brought up an immense 
weight of artillery to the edge of 
the Oder River after clearing out 
the west bank suburb of Altdamm. 
The menace, not only to Stettin, 
but to Berlin grew hourly as Mar- 
shal George Zhukov probed many 
places along the Oder, seeking 
springboards for his next big attack 
east and northeast of the German 
capital, the Associated Press said. 

The drive to annihilate the re- 
maining German troops in the nar- 
row coastal strip in East Prussia 
southwest of Koenigsberg, capital 
of the province, was intensified with 
the naming of Marshal Alexander 
Vassilevsky, chief of staff of the 
, as commander of the 


More than 40 places were cap- 








tured yesterday in East Prussia, and 


in two days of fighting in this area 
the Russians took more than 4,000 
prisoners. Outside of Koenigsberg, 
the Germans had only one junction 
left, and that, Heiligenbeil, was 
under assault. 

Marshal Konstantin Rokossov- 
sky’s forces were still driving at the 
Baltic ports of Danzig and Gdynia. 
A powerful column was aiming to- 
day at Zoppot, midway between the 
two cities in an effort to split their 
defenders into two pockets. The Red 
Air Force was joining in the attack, 
plastering Danzig and Gdynia and 
ships attempting to bring supplies 
and men to the besieged cities. 

The only official news of Marshal 
Ivan Koniev’s front was that his 
men were fighting intensively to 
liquidate the trapped garrison in 
Breslau. However, there were front- 
line reports that more men and 
material were moving in a steady 
flow to his forward positions on the 


(Continued on page 8) 








Page 2 ° 





THE STARS AND STRIPES 





Thursday, March 22, 1945 


es 





Japanese Prepare Homeland 
For Expected Allied Invasion 





, WASHINGTON, March 21 (AP)—Japan today announced military control over civilian prop- 
erty and installations as the first of a series of sweeping steps to prepare the homeland for an Allied 


invasion. 


"The war situation indicates clearly that the Japanese homeland will become a battlefield,” 


War Minister Field Marshal Sugiyama said in a statement broadcast by the Tokyo radio today. 
Important military installations have been built or are now under construction, he declared. 
With the Japanese Army and Navy "working in cordial collaboration,” it was necessary to 

take the quickest possible ‘steps to frustrate American plans, he pointed out. "It has become 

necessary, however, to extend these measures to a considerable extent. Buildings, property and 


civilian installations will 
placed under military control as 
a first step. Later, according to 
military needs, they will be 
moved or demolished.” 

A spokesman of the Ministry of 
Munitions declared that the evacu- 
ation of war industries was in full 
swing. 

The Japanese news agency said 
that Tokyo municipal authorities 
are making plans to build 3,000 


semi-underground wartime houses. | 





WHERE FROM NOW? 


NEW YORK, March 21 (AP)— 
As the war moves closer to Japan’s 
home shores, economists are re- 
appraising Nippon’s ability to obtain 
vital raw materials for ships, guns 
and planes, and they find that 
ability hanging in a balance. 

Russia is the important consid- 
eration, as in military and political 
matters. For Soviet garrisons are 
close to the borders of Manchuria, 
with its extensive deposits of coal, 
iron, lead, cement and shale oil. 
Manchuria’s loss would tear a hole 
in Japan’s war effort, for beneath 
her fertile soil which produces soy 
beans, sorghum, rice and corn also 
lie zinc, copper, magnesite and 
aluminum shale. 


Dr. Lee Fah Yih, assistant direc- | 


tor of the China Institute in 
America, said: "If the Russians do 
not come in on the side of the 
United Nations it will be possible 
for Japan to lose her home island 
but still fight on with the rich war 
materials she “can find in Man- 
churia.” 

On the other side of the scales is 
Indo-China, now virtually cut off 
from the sea lanes to Japan. A good 
source of coal, Indo-China’s loss 
would hurt Japan’s steel production, 
for which coal is imported. 


Mandalay’s Capture 
Leaves Japs Trapped 


MANDALAY, March 21 — With 
the fall of Mandalay, the Japanese 
troops in north Burma are pinned 
into two large pockets, one north 
of the city, along the Mandalay- 
Lashio road, the other south of the 
city along the Mandalay-Meiktila 
road and rail line. 

Those in the north were trapped 
between British and Indian troops 
heading out of the city and Chinese, 
American and British troops head- 
ing south from captured Lashio. 
Those in the south were trapped 
by men of the 2nd and 20th British 
divisions heading north from cap- 
tured Meiktila and other units of 
the 19th heading south from Man- 
dalay. 

Indicating the melting-pot char- 
acter of the 14th Army, the regi- 
ments which were honored for the 
recapture of Mandalay include: the 
Prince of Wales Dragoon Guards; 
Royal Welsh Fusileers: Royal Berk- 
shire Regiment; Queen’s Own Cam- 
eron Highlanders: Worchestershire 
Regiment; * Dorsetshire Regiment: 
Royal Scouts: Lancashire Fusileers: 
Royal Norfolk Regiment: Durham 
Light Infantry: Gordon Highlanders 
anti-Tank Regiment; Welsh Regi- 
ment; Gurkha Rifles; Rajaputan 
Rifles; Baluch Regiment: Frontier 
Force Rifles; Northamptonshire 
Regiment; Punjab Regiment; Dev- 
onshire Regiment and_ Border 
Regiment. 





CHINESE PUSH 


CHUNGKING, March 21 (AP)— 
The Chinese High Command re- 
ported yesterday that Chinese 
troops have fought to the suburbs 
of the walled town of Tayu which 
is the center of Chinas wolfram 
production and a keypoint of the 
enemy supply line. 


Blessed Events 
Girl to Pvt. James Stasines of 
New York City, now with the 10th 
Mountain Division. Girl to T-Sgt. 
Reynold DiLena now in Rome. Girl 
to Pvt. O. Y. H. Gillis. Boy to Lt. 
Joseph F. Silbaugh of Kingwood. 
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Tokyo, heart of the Japanese 


-BURNING OF TOKYO 






homeland, now rocking under 


the repeated assaults of B-29s and the carrier planes of Task 
Force 58, was smoking from its heaviest attack of the war 
when a 2lst Bomber Command reconnaissance plane took 
this photo. Hours earlier, more than 300 Super Forts dropped 
bombs and incendiaries upon the city, which still smoulders. 
In the background is snow-capped Fujiyama. 


(Acme) 





MANILA, March 21 (AP) — 
American infantrymen captured im- 
portant Iloilo airfield on Panay 
Island on Monday in a swift east- 
ward drive into the outskirts of the 
capital city, General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur announced today. 

Another column, spearing north- 
ward 25 miles from the beachhead, 
overran the broad coastal plain, 
captured the towns of Janiuy, Po- 
tatan and Barotoc Nuevo and es- 
tablished contact with a_ strong 
ruerrilla band which has done much 
to clear the southeastern section of 
the big central Philippine island. 
General MacArthur said that the 
Americans "were taking full advan- 
tage of the enemy’s confusion,” as 
they swept rapidly north and east 
from the beachhead. 

Heavy fires were observed yester- 
day in Iloilo. indicating that the 
enemy was putting the torch to the 
city of 90,000 inhabitants. Iloilo, one 
of the best ports of the central 
Philippines, was badly damaged by 
Japanese naval guns and American 
demolition squads when the Japa- 
nese captured the city early in 
1942. 

Meantime, guerrillas on Luzon 





More Latins May Open 
Relations With Russia 


WASHINGTON, March 21 (AP) 
—At least three additional Latin 
American countries are expected to 
establish diplomatic relations soon 
with the Soviet Union, it was 
learned today 

The three — Brazil, Bolivia and 
Ecuador — would bring to 11 the 
number of American republics. be- 
side the United States. with diplo- 
matic missions in Moscow. 

Bolivia announced on Monday 





W. Va. Boy to Lt. Eugene H. Bar- 
ber. —The Stork 


that she desired to establish diplo- 
matic reletions with Russia 





Airport Taken In Push 
Close To Panay Capital 


scored an important triumph by 
capturing San Fernando, major port 
just north of the American beach- 
head on Lingayen Gulf. The Japa- 
nese garrison was wiped out. 

San Fernando was a vital ship- 
ping point for the Japanese. From 
there they sent metals from the 
rich Benguet Mts. to Japan. 

Some 25 miles southeast, U. S. 
columns pushed to within six miles 
of the city limits of Baguio, summer 
capital and enemy headquarters. 

East of Manila, the 6th and 43rd 
Divisions scored new gains in flat- 
tening the flanks of*the Jap Shimbu 
Line in the Sierra Madre. 











Nips Like To Play 
With Their Yo-Yos 


SALT LAKE CITY, March 21 
(AP)—Major Homer Colman, for- 
mer prisoner of the Japanese, said 
today that the Nip is a tough 
fighting man, but that he is 
tickled pink if he obtains a yo-yo. 

He asserted that yo-yos to the 
Japanese were "the most precious 
thing of all” and that they would 
"strut around” playing with the 
toys. 


10,000 Jap Planes 
Lost In Six Months 


WASHINGTON, March 21 (AP) 
— Lt. Gen. George C. Kenney, 
commander of the Far Eastern Air 
Force, declared yesterday that 
Japan has lost at least 10,000 planes 
since last September and that "our 
boys are getting rather discour- 
aged” because they can’t find any- 
thing to shoot at. 

Kenney conferred with President 
Roosevelt and after the conference 
spoke to newspapermen, saying 
that his own force and Admiral 
William F. Halsey’s 3rd Fleet planes 
had teamed up for a huge total. 

The Japanese Air Force "lost its 
shirt in the Philippines,” he as- 
serted, adding that there were 3,000 
wrecked planes between Lingayen 
Gulf and Manila. 

Kenney declared American 
bombers are getting "nowhere near 
the interception expected” on the 
big raids on Japan. He said that 
the B-29s were hurting the Japa- 
nese a lot. 

He also said that Japanese ship- 
ping was now down to a trickle. 


101st Airborne Cited 
For Basfoane Stand 


SOMEWHERE ON THE WEST- 
ERN FRONT, March 21—The 101st 
U. S. Airborne Division, which by 
its gallant stand at Bastogne during 
the early days of the Nazi counter- 
offcnsive in the Ardennes in De- 
cember disrupted the German 
timetable, has been awarded a 
Presidential citation for gallantry 
in action it was disclosed today. 

General Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
Supreme Allied Commander, mak- 
ing the presentation in the name 
of President Roosevelt, noted that 
never before in U. S. military his- 
tory has an entire division been 
so cited. 

"Yet,’”’ General Eisenhower said, 
in recalling the heroic achievements 
of other United Nations soldiers, 
sailors and marines in other battles 
during this war, "you soldiers would 
be the last to claim that you are 
the greatest or the best.” 

The action of the division at Bas- 
togne, he said, showed that dicta- 
torship cannot produce better sol- 
diers than our democracies. 

"Bastogne happened to be one of 
those occasions when the position 
was one of the utmost importance,” 
General Eisenhower continued in 
telling the division that "you were 
given a job and you met the test. 

"I am awfully proud of you,” the 
Supreme Allied Commander con- 











cluded. 


Mifscher’s Carriers 
Hit Nips Near Home, 
17 Ships Crippled 


(Continued from page 1) 
preliminary report by Admiral Ray. 
mond A. Spruance of the U. S. 5th 
Fleet, of which the task force is a 
part, and from first-hand accounts 
by pilots given to an AP correspond. 
ent with Admiral Mitscher’s fleet, 

The pilots reported that in their 
sweeps over Japan’s major naval 
bases their bombs and rockets 
smashed into a battleship of the 
Yamato class (the 45,000-ton Mu. 
sashi was sunk last October in the 
Battle of Leyte Gulf in the Philip. 
pines and her sister ship the Ya. 
mato was damaged — they were 
Japan’s biggest battleships); a 
battleship converted into a big air. 
craft carrier, three large aircraft 
carriers, four small escort-type car- 
riers, a heavy cruiser, a light cruiser, 
four destroyers, a destroyer escort 
and a submarine. In addition, six 
small surface craft, including one 
oiler, were sunk and seven others, 
including two oilers and four large 
cargo ships, were probably sunk. 

SCURRIED FOR SHELTER 

The Japanese warships, identi- 
fied by Admiral Nimitz as the prin- 
cipal units of the Japanese fleet, 
scurried for shelter as the raiders 
bored in. 

Mitscher’s planes scored the first 
telling blow on Nippon’s navy since 
the enemy was routed in October 





off Leyte Gulf and in the adjacent, 


waters of the Philippines with 24 
warships sunk, 13 probably sunk and 
21 damaged. 

A preliminary report on the dam- 
age inflicted in the daring foray 
showed that 220 enemy planes were 
shot down and 275 destroyed on the 
ground. 

The toll of enemy planes de- 
stroyed or damaged in the task 
force’s actions, extending from 
Kyushu to Honshu, made a total of 
1,400 accounted for by carrier at- 
tacks. Mitscher’s force knocked out 
882 in two raids in the Tokyo area 
last February. 

SWARMED OVER 


The ships sunk or damaged in this 
attack can be added to the 77 bat- 
tered in the February assaults. 

Tokyo radio said that 1,400 Ameri- 
can planes participated from 15 
carriers. They swarmed over a maze 
of Jap strongholds, such as Kobe, 
Japan’s number one shipbuilding 
— and Kure, a major naval 


ase. 

What American planes were lost 
were brought down largely by ack- 
ack. Some pilots said the flak was 
"heavy enough to walk on.” Strong 
fighter opposition was encountered 
in places, but one squadron reported 
it was virtually unopposed. 


Greek Communist Leader 
Asks For Allied Guidance 


ATHENS, March 21 (Reuter’s)— 
The secretary general of the Greek 
Communist party today demanded 
the setting up of an inter-Allied 
commission in Greece, declaring 
that "if there is nothing wrong in 
the presence of the troops of an 
Allied power in Greece, it is no 
worse that representatives of the 
Allies should come provisionally un- 
til we are back on our normal 








path.” 








Allies Slap Crime Tag 


On Hitler 





LONDON, March 21 — Adolf 
Hitler has been listed officially 
as a war criminal by the United 
nations War Crimes Commission. 

He was named as an "ordinary 
criminal” and may be charged 
with the organization of the mass 
gas chamber murders in Poland 
and other countries. the United 
Press reported 

Law circles here felt that the 
delay in the placing of the Fueh- 
rer on the official list had been 
caused only by legal questions, 
and that these had now been 
definitely settled. One of the 
main problems under discussion 
had been whether to list the 
Nazi leaders as political crimin- 
als or merely to charge them with 
specific crimes. such as_ the 
mass murder of civilian and war 
prisoners and hostages 

The announcement that Hitler 
had at last been officially nlaced 
on the list came durine another 
vigorous debate in the House of 
Lords, in which Dr, Garbett, 
Archbishop of Vork mode 4 





™ 
strong plea against sensational 
public trials of war criminals. 

The Archbishop suggested that 
"those who catch them, once 
their identity has been estab- 
lished, should at once put them 
to death”’—a policy which the 
Soviet Union was said to have fol- 
lowed in some cases. 

Fear was expressed also that” 
the United Nations might be 
caught unprepared to deal with 
war criminals if the war should 
end soon, with Lord Addison, 
House of Lords leader of the 
Labor party, pointing out that 
criminals might succeed in flee- 
ing to Eire, Argentina, Portugal 
or Switzerland. 

Lord Addison also expressed 
the belief that if purely legal 
methods were adopted, the world 
would be confronted by long 
drawn-out hearings, which would 
finally disgust everybody. 

Lord Wright, chairman of the 
commission, said that there was 





no question of trying the Nazi 
and Fascist leaders on political 


charges. The commission, he 
stated, "treats them as murderers, 
assassins, thieves, torturers and 
the like.” 

The Archbishop of York, on the 
other hand, said that he would 
like to see people like Hitler and 
Himmler outlawed, so that there 
would be no public trial. Th 
Archbishop, who recently re- 
turned from a visit to Holland 
and the Soviet Union, said that 
to Britain’s allies, the punishment 
of war criminals “is not merely 
a question of revenge, but some- 
thing much deeper. It arises from 
a sense that justice should be 
vindicated.” 

In Lisbon, meanwhile, Count 
Dino Grandi. former Italian For- 
eign Minister said that he = 
*surprised” to learn that he h@ t 
been included in the list ° 
criminals by a decision taken ad 
Rome, according to the Unite 
Press h 

He said he did not expect — 
action in view of the part he 
played in overthrowing Musso 
lini in 1942 
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jurisdictional dispute. 


PICKET LINE IN GLAMOR CAPITAL 


Actors Arturo de Cordova (left) and Charles Legnier (center) 
talk to picket Mel Melvyn in front of the Paramount studio 
in Hollywood as the conference of studio unions threw picket 
lines around all major film studios during the long-brewing 
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furloughs For Gls 
With 3 Bars Asked 


WASHINGTON, March 21 (ANS) 
-—The Veterans of Foreign Wars 
today, in a letter to the Secretary 
of War, renewed a plea for rota- 
tion or furloughs to provide 30 
days leave in the United States 
for all soldiers having 18 months 
or more of foreign service. 

The VFW’s national legislative 
representative, Omar B. Ketchum, 
said he recognized the difficulties 
but asserted, "surely there are 
enough replacements and trans- 
portation to grant relief to per- 
sonnel who have been in continu- 
ous service and much of it com- 
bat for three years or more.” He 
cited specifically the 25th Infantry 
Division which he said was sta- 
tioned in Hawaii at the time of 
Pearl Harbor and had been fight- 
ing in the Pacific since. 

The War Department reported 
any reply would have: to be made 
public by the VFW. A department 
spokesman said the rotation policy 
is administered solely by various 
theater commanders who deter- 
mine who and how many soldiers 
are to be returned. 

Generally three factors govern 
the number: availability of ship- 
ping, availability of replacements 
and the condition of the men 
themselves. 

Without giving a breakdown by 
theaters the department said ap- 
proximately 30,000 troops were re- 
tuning monthly to this country 
under rotation and furlough pro- 
grams. Under these programs it 
Was pointed out that some mem- 
bers of divisions who have been 
prerseas for long periods are 
Tought back to the United States 
even though the division itself re- 
mains abroad. 





Service Gals 
Rated UpTop 
| For Fashion, 


NEW YORK, March 21 (ANS)— 
The unsuperstitious Fashion Acad- 
emy today named the 13 best- 
dressed women of the year, but 
every girl in a service uniform can 
consider herself the recipient of 
special awards for tops in approved 
toggery. 

The winners in various fields of 
activity were announced for the 
60th year by the Academy. The 
"Public Life’ award went to the 
"Women In The Uniformed Serv- 
ices’—every last one of ’em medal 
winners. 

In the other categories were: 
screen actress, Ann Sheridan; stage, 
Carol Landis; radio, Mary Living- 
ston; business world, Mrs. Walter 
Thornton; society, Mrs. Harmon 
Spencer Auguste; concert stage, 
Vivian Della Chiesa; opera, Nadine 
Connor; popular music, Jane Fro- 
man; journalism, Esme Davis; in- 
ternational activities, Mrs. Leon 
Mandel, and All-American gal, Jane 
Wyatt. 











Black Butter 


WASHINGTON, March 21 (ANS) 
— Rep. Everett Dirksen (R., Ill.), 
charged today that American butter 
lend-leased to Canada was available 
"across the line at Detroit” even 
while this country labored under a 
butter shortage. He said he had 
received letters from several persons 
telling him how they had gone 
across to Canada and purchased 
packages marked "lend-lease but- 
ter.” "There evidently was no lim- 





itation,” he said. 





Big 3 Vets Advisory Board 
Suggested For Conference 





NEW YORK, March 21 (ANS)—The naming of a committee 
of enlisted men, composed of combat veterans selected from 
the forces of the U. S., Britain and Russia to sit in an advisory 
Capacity at the San Francisco World Security Conference next 
month, was recommended at a press conference here yesterday 

y Joseph W. Frazer, Detroit automobile manufacturer. 

F razer, who is president of the Graham-Paige Motor Cor- 
ao ation, disclosed that he had offered his recommendation 
hy telegrams sent to Secretary of State Edward R. Stettinius 
rh and Sen. Arthur H. Vandenberg (R., Mich.). Sen. Vandenberg 
‘ One of the eight-member U. S. delegation to the parley. 

The committee, Frazer asserted, should consist of 60 to 65 
men, all in the noncommissioned grades. ”I don’t mean 
ay these boys are going to make the peace,” he said, but 


Service 
to s 


wh 


*y are going to have a voice. 
at they want.” 


As customers they should say 


President Promises 
To Explain Disputes 
Over Food Shortage 


WASHINGTON, March 21 (UP) 
—President Roosevelt stepped into 
the food shortage dispute today with 
the announcement that he plans to 
say something on the subject Friday. 

He told a press conference that 
he felt the country was entitled to 
know more of the facts and he 
wants it to have them. Asked whe- 
ther he thought a Congressional 
investigation would help—one al- 
ready has been authorized in the 
Senate—he declined to comment. 

The President said it was a tricky 
question and he did not like to 
criticize Congress. 

With adequate diets for this coun- 
try as well as nourishment for much 
of liberated Europe dependent on 


for the future by predicting another 
near-record planting of principal 
farm crops.’ There was nothing in 
the sense® however, to brighten the 
immediate outlook. 

Officials concede that even the 
higher production envisioned can- 
not replenish the nation’s dwindling 
food bins until next fall. 

These were the other major devel- 
opments on the food front at home: 

Sen. Kenneth S. Wherry (R., 
Neb.), charged that Selective Service 
was inducting farm workers in defi- 
ance of the Tydings Amendment 
directing their deferment. He said 
Congress should assert itself and 
declared that if induction keeps on 
"we will have even a worse food 
shortage than we have now.” 

Rep. A. L. Miller (R., Neb.), 
blamed the meat shortage on "pen- 
cil-pushing armchair planners in 
the government.” 

Chairman Thomas Jenkins (R., 
Ohio), of the Republican Congres- 
sional Food Study Committee said 
wartime food control should be cen- 
tralized in one man. He said the 
present problem was due partly to 
the overlapping of authority of the 
War Food Administration, the Of- 
fice of Price Administration and 
other government agencies. 





SHORTAGE BELITTLED 


LONDON, March 21 (UP) — The 

Washington correspondent of the 
London Times, commenting iron- 
ically on the reports that the United 
States faces "near famine” condi- 
tions, said today that such condi- 
tions would be warmly welcomed 
in devastated Europe and Britain. 
He said the new American meat 
ration will be five times as large 
as the British meat ration. 
"It is safe to say there is more 
misinformation printed here about 
food supplies than about any other 
current topic—the truth seems to 
lie in the definition of the word 
shortage and in the public mind 
here shortage begins aS soon as 
peacetime quantities are slightly 
reduced,” he wrote. 


Let State Handle Poll Tax 
Problem, Says Georgian 


WASHINGTON, March 21 (ANS) 
—Democratic whip Robert Ram- 
speck of Georgia asked Congress 
today "not to halt the progress of 
minority groups” by becoming em- 
broiled over legislation which would 
make the states reluctant to ex- 
tend such help, the United Press 
reported. He referred specifically 
to pending bills to abolish poll tax 
as a voting requirement and to 
create a permanent fair employ- 
ment practices commission. 
"Neither of these bills has a 
chance of getting by the Senate,” 
he said, "and bringing them up will 
do more harm than good.” 

The House passed an anti-poll 
tax bill last year, but it was fili- 
bustered to death in the Senate. 
Georgia recently abolished the poll 
tax and Rep. Clifton A. Woodrum 
(D., Va.), has asked his state legis- 
lature to do the same thing. In the 
Georgia legislature the chief argu- 
ment against doing away with the 
poll tax was that the move was 
favored by "outside influences.” 


Civil Air Patrol Moved 
From N. Y. To Fort Worth 


WASHINGTON, March 21 (ANS) 
—The headquarters of the Civil Air 
Patrol, now located in New York 
City, will be shifted to the AAF 
Training Command at Fort Worth, 
Texas, on April 1, it was learned 
today. 

The AAF Training Command 
will supervise the activity of the 
headquarters which directs the CAP 


U. S. production, the Agriculture| } 
Department injected a cheerful note | 


WANTED IN 





Because he wanted to stay in 
active service rather than sit 
out the war as a lieutenant 
colonel, Guy A. Keister traded 
his silver leaf for sergeant’s 
stripes. He’s a first sergeant 
now at Fort Benjamin Har- 
rison, Ind. (Acme) 








Manpower Bill Still 
Under Consideration 


WASHINGTON, March 21 (ANS) 
—House members of a joint Con- 
gressional conference on manpower 
legislation insisted today that labor 
as well as management be penal- 
ized for violating any law ulti- 
mately enacted by Congress. 

The House bill makes all men 18 
to 45 subject to call for essential 
work on threat of fines or imprison- 
ment. The Senate version would 
force employers to observe War 
Manpower Commission labor ceil- 
ings or be fined or imprisoned or 
both. The Senate-House conference 
is trying to work out a measure 
acceptable to both Houses. 

Chairman Elbert D. Thomas (D., 
Utah), of the Senate Military Af- 
fairs Committee, said most of the 
conferees believed the Senate bill is 
better because of the labor freeze. 
However, House members are hold- 
ing out for penalties against both 
employees and employers and the 
majority of the members are known 
to be standing pat for the bill. 
Thomas said there is a disposi- 
tion to get a bill out but there is 
no indication that the conferees 
are anywhere near an agreement. 


Syrian Minister 
WASHINGTON, March 21 (AP)— 
President Roosevelt yesterday re- 
ceived the credentials of the first 
Syrian minister to the United 
States, Dr. Nasem Alkoudsi. Al- 
koudsi said he was glad and grate- 
ful to meet the President, "because 
we in Syria and the whole Arabic 
speaking people of Asia look to the 
United States as the protector of 
on justice in the whole 
world.” 


FDR Asks Nation 
To Oversubscribe 
New Red Cross Plea 


WASHINGTON, March 21 (UP)— 
In a radio address to the nation 
yesterday, President Roosevelt ap- 
pealed to the American people to 
"oversubscribe” to the 20,000,000 
dollar Red Cross fund. 

Stressing the need for help in 
favor of the Red Cross, the Presi- 
dent said: 

"There was a time when you and 
I gave to the Red Cross largely in a 
feeling of aid to others. That was 
giving in humanity and in decency. 
This year we give in necessity — 
necessity for our own. The need 
Was never greater and it will not 





> }soon be less. 


"As your President, I have never 
indulged myself or the American 
people in the pastime of predicting 
the advent of peace. I do not know 
when victory will come but I do 
know that tonight there are more 
than 7,500,000 Americans overseas 
or fighting afloat in this great war. 

"I know that there are nearly 
70,000 Americans in enemy camps 
and I know there is nothing unpre- 
dictable about their needs. 

"We can be proud of all that the 
Red Cross has meant to them. From 
personal observation abroad I can 
testify to the usefulness of the Red 
Cross in the battle zones. 

"It has reached through the 
barbed wire of enemy prison camps 
with millions of parcels of food, 
clothing and medical supplies. It 
has collected for the Army and Navy 
vast quantities of precious blood 
plasma which saved thousands of 
American lives. It has supplied re- 
freshment, entertainment and good 
cheer. 

"It has served as a link between 
the fighting man and his loved ones 
here at home. 

"Never in the annals of voluntary 
service to humanity has an seen 
performed so many tasks so we 

"This is no call for charity. This 
is our chance to serve those who 
serve us. 

"As their Commander in Chief I 
call upon you and my fellow Ameri- 
cans to oversubscribe to the 1945 
Red Cross Fund. We cannot give 
too much to those who have given 
us the heroic hazard of their lives.” 


Exhibit Recalls Capture 
Of Berlin By Russians 


WASHINGTON, March 21 (INS) 
—The State Historic Museum today 
significantly put on display the sil- 
ver trumpets presented to the Rus- 
sian units which captured Berlin 
in 1760. 

The story goes that when, in 
October, 1760, Russian troops en- 
tered the then capital of Prussi 
Field Marshal Saltikov, who direc 
the capture, ordered silver fanfares 
for the victors and paid for them 
out of the reparations levied upon 
Germany. ‘ 

It is claimed that the German 
Emperor Wilhelm II, in a visit to 
Russia, saw these fanfares at a 
review of Russian troops and, when 
told that they had been presented 
on the occasion of Berlin’s fall, had 





remarked: "That will never happen 
again.” 





YOU CAN’T FOOL A HORSE = 





As Penny Edwards strolled along New York’s Fifth Avenue 





no one noticed that her spring bonnet was made of real 
vegetables. But a cabby horse at the entrance of Central 


Park wasn’t kidded. Here he 








program of recruiting and t 
youngsters to be aviation cadets. 





topper, a new twist in the 1945 style trend. 
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IT’S UP TO YOU 
Dear Editor: 

Boys stream into our company 
orderly room every week, asking us 
Wacs to attend their dances. Each 
time they come, they tell us of all 
they have done to make the party 
a success, but I only remember other 
dances I have attended—and the 
results. 

I smile and tell them I'll put up 
their invitation poster but I’m 
afraid that not many of the girls 
will attend. 

And here’s why: After two years 
of attending GI dances, the same 
things happen every time. They 
happened in Algiers and are hap- 
pening again here in Italy. ; 

GIs go to extremes in getting a 
good orchestra, putting up decora- 
tions, and having good _ refresh- 
ments, yet—they forget the most 
important matter concerning the 
success of the dance, "the boys 
themselves.” 

We feel pretty low when we have 
been "especially invited” to a dance 
and then are forced to sit on the 
sidelines while the boys rush native 
girls. At most of the dances GIs 
outnumber the girls by a large ma- 

rity. There are more than enough 

ys to go around for both the 
natives and the Wacs. But they 
still stay away from us. When the 
master of ceremonies tries to get 
the boys on the floor, they shy away 
saying they can’t dance. Why do 
they have a dance, or why do they 
come to a dance if they can’t dance 
or at least won’t try? 

And another thing: Drinking. 
Drinking is all right: Some of us 
don’t like it. some of us do. A few 
drinks are all right. but there should 
be a happier medium. It’s no fun 
listening to some of the vile lan- 
guage GIs use when they get a few 
drinks. It is no fun staggering 
around the floor. trying to hold up 
your partner. 

I know most GIs have been away 
from home a long time, They claim 
thev have forgotten how to act. 
Well, we’ve been away for a long 
time too, but that still hasn’t made 
us forget that we like to be treated 
as ladies or, at least. human beings. 

We Wacs don’t think we are any 
better than you are. Nor do we 
think we are too good to come to 
your dances. Most of us want to 
come. But the same things have 
happened so often that we are 
afraid to go. 

Many evenings. we have dolled 
up in our best dress, only to return 


home disa ted and disgusted. 
Why do I even bother to write 


this? Because we still like to go 
to your dances and are hoping these 
few hints might help. 

—T-5 Jeanne E. Davis, WAC 





UP THE LADDER 


Dear Editor: 

Articles in Mail Call come and 
go, but articles which concern the 
GI are of the most interest. Speak- 
ing of the GI, the thing that con- 
cerns him most is the winning of 
the war, and then comes the Army 
pay. 

In a recent issue of Mail Call, 
we noticed a certain article by a 
Pvt. Ted Naumoff on the Army pay 
scale. We see his point of view but 
we think it is a little ridiculous. 
Our point of view is a little differ- 
ent. 

We have a plan in mind which we 
think is more equal. It is true that 
in any theater of operation every 
man is an important cog in the 
wheel toward tory, but there are 
certain cogs in the wheel that are 
exposed to more dangers than 
others. To compensate thes dang- 
ers our plan is this: 

The front-line troops, if any pay 
scale is increased, should have the 
benefit of the doubt. Calling the 
top of the steps the very front 
lines, walking up the steps the pay 
should increase accordingly. 

With justice to all, here’. hoping 
this letter has not offended any- 
body in any way. 

—Pfc. Milan Marimov, FA 


. . . We wish to put in a word 
about Pvt. Ted Naumoff and his 
"Pay Scale.” 

While we all realize the import- 
ance of the work his and similar 
units accomplish, we seriously doubt 
if the EM in those units work more 
than the officers. In any case, it 
isn’t true of the line outfit: While 
we've heard many officers and non- 
coms expressing the wish that they 
were buck privates, we haven't 
heard or seen many combat veter- 
ans “bucking” for commissions. 

Also, though the “Pay Scale” 
sounds Utopian, money is one of 
the minor front-line worries. Those 
men who draw high pay really earn 
it. and that includes the "looie!” 

In fact, the undersigned will 
gladilv exchange jobs, pay anc rank. 
plus the sixty dollars per month he 
earns now, with Pvt. Naumoff. 

—Ist Pit., F Co., 362 Inf. 








Once Upon A Time Yanks 
Called Coblenz ‘Home’ 


Coblenz, the German fortress city 
on the west bank of the Rhine cap- 
tured this week by Lt. Gen. Patton’s 
3rd Army, held promise at one time 
of becoming the home away from 
home for many a World War I 
Yank. 

For four years and one month— 
from Dec. 9 1918 to Jan. 1923— 
American forces kept "Watch on 
the Rhine” frem the picturesque. 
ancient German town 

Hundreds of American soldiers 
got to know half of the town’s 65,- 
000 people by their first names. Not 
a few married Coblenz girls. And 
their spending in Coblenz stores 
helped the town’s merchants wea- 
ther the inflationary storm that 
gripped all of Germany after the 
1918 armistice. 

Tears were actually shed by some 
of the population when the Ameri- 
cans pullec out in 1923. And for 
years afterwards, American war 
veterans, returning to Europe, 
nearly always visited the town 
stuck on the steep slopes of the 
Rhine gorge 


CHANGES MADE 

Hitler had changed a lot of things 
in Coblenz—including the people 
and their attitude to the returning 
Americans. 

The 1918 doughboys who hoisted 
the Stars and Stripes in the town 
a month after the World War I 
armistice. found the town in good 
order, even cheerful. Crowds of 
well-dressed German men and wo- 
men thronged the beautiful prom- 
enades, flocked into well-stocked 
shops. Cafes and theaters ran full 
blast. and there were virtually no 
signs that the city lay within a 
vanquished nation. 

Today news reports say hardly 


2,000. of the town’s 65,000 people 
remain, and they are forlorned and 
ragged and half-starved. Many 
landmarks had been wrecked by 
artillery fire, including the 46-foot 
equestrian statue of Kaiser Wilhelm 
I which many World War veterans 
remember. 
SPRINGBOARD 

Its capture this week was im- 
portant Coonune it gave the Allies 
one of the most important com- 
munications springboards into the 
heart of Germany, and it lopped off 
the triangle formed by the Rhine 
and the Moselle Rivers, which join 
there to give the city its name. 
The name is a corruption of con- 
fluentes or confluence. 

Near the town is the heavily- 
armed Ehrenbreitztein on the east 
bank of the Rhine, which provided 
the main reason for American oc- 
cupation of the city after the 1918 
armistice. The Ehrenbreitzstein 
fortress, rising 385 feet above the 
river, had been in German hands 
continually for a century before the 
American forces moved in in 1918. 

In the town are many chemical 
and dye factories, and: plants mak- 
ing paper, pianos and various types 
of machinery. Roads, rail and 
streamer lines all converge there. 
The Metz-to-Berlin and the Mainz- 
to-Cologne railroads cross there. 
which is one of the reasons it was 
bombed in 1917 as well as in the 
present war. The 1917 bombard- 
ment, nowever. was nothing com- 
pared to the present. 

New reports still have not indi- 
cated the condition of the two 
bridges across the Rhine, running 
to the east shore, over which Amer- 
ican troops moved in 1918 to oc- 
cupy the Ehbrenbreitzstein. 





"jin the air. 














caretaker of Napo- 


ELBA—The 
leon’s villa, a middle-aged gray- 
haired, bent-over Italian, held up 
his right arm and dangled his wrist 


He had been wounded 
in the last war, he said, and even 
had a medal to prove it. With a 
brown cap in his hand, he stood 
in the center of the villa’s Egyptian 
room and answered questions oh 
the famous former master of the 
house. He had stored up within him 
a lot of Napoleonic facts by having 
read books and asked questions 
Now he considers himself an au- 
thority on the subject. 

Someone in the Egyptian room 
remarked that the caretaker looked 
a bit like Napoleon. This is an old 
ruse designed to get caretakers to 
talk. It has been tried with success 
on the caretakers of Washington's 
mansion, Lincoln’s log cabin, Jef- 
ferson’s estate. 

The Italian beamed. It was prob- 
ably the first time in his life that 
anyone had ever noticed his resem- 
blance to Napoleon. And he talked. 
He fairly bubbled over with a com- 
plete biography on the Little Cor- 
poral, even leading the way into a 
bedroom to illustrate one of his 
points. 


Many Rulers... 


There have been other Napoleon’s 
on Elba who have come to rule the 
island since the short-lived Bona- 
parte dynasty. There were Italian 
governors, German military officers, 
French officials who came with the 
invasion of Elba and, now, there is 
Major Riley. The caretaker smiled 
broadly and showed a few front 
teeth: the major was just like Na- 
poleon, he repeated, almost in a 
whisper. Then he paused and 
waited for someone to give him a 
cigarette. 

Maj. Harold Victor Riley of Tea- 
neck, N. J., is an AMG officer now 
administering the small island of 
Elba. He has two assistants, both 
British soldiers. One is "Jock,” a 
lance corporal from Scotland; the 
other is Cpl. John Bull, from the 
Midlands, who takes a lot of kidding 
because of his name. These three 
make up the island’s entire military 
garrison. 

"I wish maybe Major Riley would 
come here to live,” said the care- 
taker as he conducted a tour around 
the 130-year-old villa, whose cold 
rooms are now almost bare, the 
furnishings having been stored for 
safe kexping. As he walked through 
the many rooms, he pointed out the 
conveniences the major could have. 


Music, Ladies... 


“Here,” he was in Napoleon’s 
bathroom, whose only fixture was 
a marble tub, "the major could 
write and take a bath just like Na- 
poleon. In the garden there,” he 
pointed toward an open door, "he 
could walk up and down and think. 
Always Napoleon used to think.” 
He shook his head as sort of a 
rebuke against all people who walk 
up and down and think. 

"When Napoleon was here there 
was much music and many ladies. 
Beautiful ladies. Many notables 
would come and visit the great man 
and always it was a holiday.” As 
he spoke, the caretaker, standing 
in the center of Napoleon’s bath- 
room, looked out through the door 
into the garden and his eyes be- 
came very dreamy. He was prob- 
ably seeing dancing women in the 
arms of velvet-cloaked gentlemen. 
Out on the distant fringes of the 
garden, one costumed gentleman 
was dragging his lovely, reluctant 
partner away from the gay crowd 
and into the darkness of the gar- 
den. In the midst of this merri- 
ment there suddenly appeared a tall. 
husky man with the suggestion of 
a pot belly, wearing spectacles and 
the uniform of a U. S. Army officer. 
It was AMG’s Major Riley. 
Perhaps the caretaker didn’t 
actually see the scene that way. 
Perhaps, as he looked out through 
the bathroom window, he saw that 
the trees needed pruning, or -the 
bushes had to be cut, or weeds 
pulled out of the garden. But when 
a man gets dreamy eyes he can see 
anything—even Napoleon. 

—Sgt. HARRY SHERSEOW 


Lardner Nicked 


IWO JIMA, March 21 — John 
Lardner. correspondent for News- 
week, The New Yorker, and the 
North American Newspaper Alli- 
ance, was painfully but not seriously 
injured during the fighting on Iwo, 
a delayed AP dispatch reports. Son 
of the late well-known writer, Ring 
Lardner, the 33-year-old newsman 
was hit by a rock fragment, making 
him the 17th casualty among civi- 





lian and Marine combat correspon- 
dents in the battle’s first week. 


UP FRONT... 


(In Germany) 


By Mauldi 
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LAST BIG HEAVE: 





Allied Armies Stacked Up 
For Final Blow Aft Berlin 





The time is at hand for the 
last big heave that Prime Minister 
Churchill] said might end the war 
in Europe. On the west front the 
Allied armies are ranging up to 
the Rhine along its length and 
have a formidable foothold on the 
east bank where the Remagen 
bridge stood. On the east front 
the Red Army is probably ready 
for the final onslaught that will 
sweep up Berlin and lead to a 
junction with the Allies in central 
Germany. : 

More than a month ago Mar- 
shals Zhukov and Koniev brought 
their vast armies up to the line of 
the middle Oder and Neisse rivers. 
There were some who thought that 
the Russians would plunge right 
on toward Berlin. But that is not 
the way the Red Army has been 
fighting. When it mounts a big 
offensive, it wants to be sure of 
success. It makes sure that the 
men and material needed for the 
job are at hand, and it sees to it 
that its flanks are secure. 


VITAL BRIDGEHOLD 


Weeks ago Pomerania was still 
largely in German hands. The 
enemy held on to vital bridgeheads 
on the east bank of the Oder in 
the area of Stettin, northeast of 
Berlin. The pocket of German 
troops encircled in East Prussia 
was still large. The fast-moving 
armies of Zhukov and Koniev had 
traveled so fast and covered so 
much ground that their supply 
lines - had _ probably become 
strained. 

If the offensive toward Berlin 
and the heart of Germany were 
to be solidly grounded, the Red 
Army had a number of important 
jobs to do. They have been busy 
attending to them, and the con- 
ditions necessary for the jumpoff 
toward the German capital have 
probably been achieved, with com- 
munications rebuilt and supplies 
replenished. 

The German hold on Pomerania 





They Say... 


LT. JEANNE KENNEDY, Army 
nurse, after being rescued from 
captivity in the Philippines: 


"Now I would rather eat than 
dance. It used to be the other 
way, but I changed my mind in 
the Santo Tomas Prison Camp.” 


JOSEPH GOEBBELS, German 
propaganda minister, in the 
weekly Das Reich: 


"The Germans love and long for 
peace. Why shotld we be ashamed 
of admitting it? What matters is 
only the way peace is to be 
achieved and what its contents 














are to be. It is here that opinions 
differ.” 


east of the Oder has been liqui- 
dated almost entirely. The seizure 
of Altdamm, east bank suburb of 
Stettin, signalized the end of Ger- 
man opposition in a sector where 
the enemy fought with fierce stub- 
borness, There remains a small 
German bridgehead on the east 
bank of the Oder midway between 
Kustrin, due east of Berlin, and 
Altdamm, but it will not last long 
and Zhukov may not wait for its 
liquidation. 

The East Prussian pocket has 
been chopped up and is on the 
verge of liquidation. Here, too, the 
Germans have resisted with last- 
ditch intensity. The fall of Brauns- 
berg, 35 miles southwest of Koen- 
igsberg, removes one center of re- 
sistance. The major center left for 
reduction is Koenigsberg _ itself, 
though there are a couple of 
smaller pockets. 

The measure of Soviet determ- 
ination to clean up East Prussia 
can be gauged by the naming of 
Marshal Alexander Vassilevsky to 
take command of the 3rd White 
Russian Army Group of the late, 
gallant General Ivan D. Chernyak- 
hovsky. 

Vassilevsky is the Red Army 
chief of staff. He has planned 
major over-all compaigns of tre- 
mendous scope. It is as if General 
George C. Marshall moved into 
the field and took command of one 
army group on the west front. 

The purpose of this assignment 
is clear. Marshal Stalin means 
business. The Red Army obviously 
wants the Germans cleaned out 
of East Prussia as quickly as p0s- 
sible. It evidently wants to move 
the full weight of its power into 
the direct assault on Berlin and 
central Germany. 


MAY WAIT AWHILE 


Zhukov and Konievy may wait 
until East Prussia is entirely in- 
vested. They may also choose to 
wait until Gdynia and Danzig, 
Baltic ports, are reduced, and Bres- 
lau is completely cleared. 

But it is more likely that Zhukov 
and Koniev will not wait until the 
last German is killed or captured 
in these battles behind the line. 
Zhukov has no doubt secured 4 
bridgehead on the west bank _of 
the Oder opposite Kustrin. The 
Germans have been insisting for 
weeks that he-has several between 
Kustrin and Frankfurt. They have 
also said that Koniev has struck 
anew. 

It is a safe guess that these com- 
manders will strike with a onc- 
two punch that will have as much 
lethal power as their offensive 0? 
the Vistula. And they will not be 
alone. Marshals Feodor Tolbukhin 
and Rodion Malinovsky are driv- 
ing hard in the south, and Mar- 
shal Konstantin RokossovskY 
should have forces freed to aid 10 
the westward drive. » 

Germany will soon be aflam 
everywhere. 





—Sgt. HOWARD TAUBMAN 
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Peace For Europe 


Up To Big Nations 





LONDON, March 21 (UP)—The possibilities of French reluc- 
tance and Soviet disapproval appeared today to be the biggest 
flies in the ointment for the organization of the western European 


security group. 


The proposal which has been tossed around European foreign 
offices for several months got a new impetus from the signing 
in Paris yesterday of the economic pact among France, Belgium, 


The Netherlands and Luxem- 
bourg. 

British diplomatic circles look 
with extreme favor upon the prog- 
ress made to date in uniting the 
western European countries. In- 
formed quarters, however, stress 
that Britain will not commit herself 
to any agreement that runs counter 
to the Anglo-Soviet pact. 

The French, while readily joining 
the economic bloc of the western 
powers, are likewise anxious not to 
sign anything contradicting the re- 
cent French-Russian treaty. 

There is also evidence that Gen. 
Charles de Gaulle, head of the 
French Provisional Government, is 
not anxious to commit France to 
any small grouping which would 
play a secondary role to Britain. 

The British are definitely recep- 
tive to close cooperation with con- 
tinental nations in the interest of 
world peace and trade after the 
war. 

The policy of The Netherlands, 
which was indicated in the Paris 
agreement, and likewise that of Bel- 
gium, favor a close link with Britain. 

Dutch Foreign Minister Van 
Kleffens, after signing the Paris 
economic pact, said at a press con- 
ference that all western European 
powers should get together to devise 
methods of preventing further Ger- 
man aggression. 

Citing the devastation caused in 
Britain by bomb, flying bomb and 
rocket, he asked with pointed humor 
whether Britain was convinced that 
her security was allied to that of 
other European countries. 





RESOLUTION PASSED 


PARIS, March 21 (Reuter’s)— 
A combined Communist and Social- 
ist party committee today passed 
a double resolution demanding that 
Marshal Henri Philippe Petain be 
tried before the High Court of Jus- 
tice without delay and that parlia- 
mentarians who, in voting for Pe- 
tain, approved capitulation, should 
be declared ineligible to hold par- 
liamentary office. 

Exceptions would be those who at 
the very latest on Jan. 1, 1941, im- 
mediately after the Montoire agree- 
ment between Vichy and the Ger- 
mans, joined the resistance move- 
ment and ran personal risks. 


Swiss Aid To Nazis 
Reported Near End 


WASHINGTON, March 21 (ANS) 
-—A new Allied economic victory 
came to light today with the dis- 
closure that neutral Switzerland has 
just about ended economic relations 
with Germany. 

Presidential Assistant Lauchkn 
Currie, just back from a special eco- 
homic mission to Berne, said Brit- 
ish, French and American experts 
had scored complete success in their 
efforts to cut off help to Germany. 
Authoritative sources said the Swiss 
agreed to virtually eliminate ex- 
ports of precision instruments, ma- 
chine tools and other strategic ma- 
terials to Germany. 

They have agreed to prohibit the 
Passage of war materials, including 
coal, through Switzerland from 
Italy. They are going to cut off the 
transmission of electrical power to 
German factories and cities across 

é Rhine. 

In exchange for these concessions, 
the Allies agree to give Switzerland 
access to foodstuffs and raw ma- 
terials in this country which they 
will transport in their own ships. 


French Traitor Sentenced; 
Another Commits Suicide 


se ARIS, March 21 — Jacques 
Ol tzer, lawyer and friend of 
‘to Abetz, German ambassador to 
en during the occupation, was 
of joe to death by the Court 
of vustice here today on charges 
,, utelligence with the enemy.” 
a Pa same time, Pierre Drieu 
~ ochelle, prominent writer who 
oa a warrant for arrest on the 
cre. Charges, committed suicide 
Was centring the occupation he 
we editor of the Nouvelle Revue 
,Ncaise and an active collabora- 

















Armored Limousine 
To Protect Delegates 


SAN FRANCISCO, March 21 
(ANS)—Conferees at the World 
Security Conference here next 
month will go back and forth in 
a specially - built, bullet - f 
limousine, Mayor Roger D. p- 
ham announced today. 

Built by the Chrysler Corpora- 
tion, which built a similar car in 
1938 for the tour of the King and 
Queen of Great Britain, the car 
was accepted for the security 
meet by Mayor Lapham. 











USSR Renounces 
Russo-Turkish Pact 


LONDON, March 21—In what of- 
ficial London quarters viewed as 
Russia’s strongest move yet to keep 
Turkey "in line,” the Soviet Gov- 
ernment today officially renounced 
the Russo-Turkish treaty of friend- 
ship and neutrality which was to 
have expired Dec. 17, 1945. 

A British Foreign Office com- 
mentator said the move was no 
surprise, although the British Gov- 
ernment had not been informed 
that it was to occur, the United 
Press reported. 

Soviet Foreign Affairs Commissar 
V. M. Molotov, in a_ statement 
transmitted to the Turkish Presi- 
dent, said that the Russian Gov- 
ernment recognized the value of 
the treaty, concluded Dec. .17, 1925, 
but felt that it no longer corre- 
sponded to the new conditions im- 
posed by this war, and wished to 
terminate it. 

The United Press pointed out that 
Russia has been publicly chiding 
Turkey for her slowness in enter- 
ing the war. Izvestia, organ of the 
Soviet Government, said today that 
"Soviet Turkish relations at some 
times during this war were not 
all that could be desired,” and 
added: 

"To leave in force a treaty which 
was concluded in an entirely differ- 
ent situation is not in the inter- 
ests of either side, nor would it be 
in the interests of the fruitful de- 
velopment of international rela- 
tions generally at a time when the 
democratic countries are already 
concerned about building the foun- 
dation of a firm and enduring 
peace.” 


Italians Name Socialist 
Ambassador To France 


ROME, March 21 — Giuseppe 
Saragat, Socialist, has been chosen 
by the Italian Government to be 
its Ambassador to Paris, it was 
learned today. Rome is now await- 
ing for approval of the appoint- 
ment from the Provisional French 
Government. 

From 1926 to 1943, Saragat, a 
writer on Socialist themes, lived 
outside of Italy. He came back 
after the fall of Mussolini and 
worked secretly against the Ger- 
mans while they occupied the 
country. He was arrested by the 
Germans in Rome but managed to 
escape. In the first Bonomi cab- 
inet, he was a minister without 








BIGGEST PATRIOT 





Georges Kieffer, FFI district leader and claimant to title of 
*world’s tallest man” talks te Pfc. Harry J. Tressel of Buffalo, 
N. Y., in the French town of Obermodern. Kieffer, who 
appeared in the Paris Exposition is eight and a half feet 
tall, weighs 280 pounds, wears size 26 shoes. 


OF ALL 


(Acme) 





ganization can take action. 
The debates will take place (ac- 
cording to the Dumbarton Oaks 
agreement) in the eleven-man 
council which will be the inner 
sanctum of the world organization, 
as against the big assembly to which 
every nation can belong, but which 
does not have much actual power. 
The council will decide when a 
nation is threatening the peace and 
what action should be taken to quell 
the trouble maker. 

At this writing, eleven nations 
can sit on the council. The big 
four get permanent  seats—the 
United States, the United Kingdom, 
the USSR and China. "In due 
course” France will get a permanent 
place. That leaves six seats for 
the rest of the 39 nations. 
Forty-four nations are being in- 
vited to San Francisco. 


TWO-YEAR TERM 


Those six rotating seats on the 
council, handed out for two-year 
terms, will go to the small nations, 
but there is already a widespread 
move to get more power for the 
small nations. 

The Netherlands Government 
has circulated a pamphlet of sug- 
gestions in which it points out "the 
smaller nations of Europe comprise 
together about 150 million, and 





portfolio. 


those of Latin America another 


Status Of Smaller Nations 
Problem For Security Meet 


WASHINGTON, March 21 (AP)—World Security Conference 
delegates will have to assure the small nations that they won’t 
be at the mercy of the big powers, and at the same time leave the 
big powers free enough to take swift action if war threatens. 
That is a principal problem facing the United Nations conferees 
who will gather at San Francisco April 25. 

The crux of the matter lies in the fact that the more nations 
permitted to debate, the longer the debate takes, and the longer 
it will be before the world or-¢—————— omaaen 





100 million—no inconsiderable num- 
bers of human beings with a right 
to the pursuit of freedom from fear 
equal to that of great powers.” 

Holland points out that in hard 
reality all the big five would need 
to put over big power politics 
would be the vote of one small 
nation on that council of eleven 
nations. She wants the charter to 
be written at San Francisco to in- 
clude this proviso: that the coun- 
cil can only take action when at 
least three small nations have 
voted "yes." 


BRAZIL SUGGESTS 


Brazil has other suggestions to 
increase the small powers’ voice in 
world affairs. First, she thinks 
there should be one more perman- 
ent seat on the council, which 
would always be allotted to some 
South American nation. 

She also thinks that any na- 
tion, not a member of the coun- 
cil, should be called in when the 
council is debating some issue which 
especially affects the nation,- and 
that it should have a vote. 

The problem, internationalists 
here think, will probably be the 
thorniest one at San Francisco. 
They say it is the old one that 
the United States has always strug- 
gled with—how to get efficient ac- 
tion in a democracy where every- 





Norwegian Patriots 
Halt Nazis’ Exodus, 
Isolating 200,000 


LONDON, March 21 (AP)—Strik- 
ing one of the greatest single sabo- 
tage blows of the war, Norwegian 
patriots brought German troop 
movements from Norway to Ger- 
many to a "dead stop” by isolating 
Oslo from southern embarkation 
points, the Norwegian Government 
reported last night. 

Hundreds of Norwegian patriots 
and saboteurs, according to infor- 
mation now reaching officials here 
through underground channels, 
struck simultaneously last Wednes- 
day night against railways and rail- 
way bridges south of the Norwegian 
capital. 

Every railway line connecting 
Oslo with German disembarkation 
ports in southern Norway has been 
cut so effectively, the spokesman 
said, that "it is unlikely that they 
can be repaired for weeks.” 
Upward of 200,000 Germans are 
still in Norway trying to reach Ger- 
many to reinforce the battered 
Reich armies in the east and west, 
the majority of them being concen- 
trated north of Oslo or in the vici- 
nity of the capital now isolated. 
As a result of these attacks, the 
spokesman said, three ports on each 
side of the Oslo fjord, Halden, 
Frederikstad, and Moff, and all 
ports and towns on the west side 
of the fjord and along the south 
coast as far as Stavanger have been 
cut off from Oslo and the rest of 
southern Norway. 








LIFE IN DENMARK 


LONDON, March 21—Life in Den- 
mark is becoming increasingly dan- 
gerous as German military authori- 
ties, under Gen. Hermann von 
Hanneken, are cracking down with 
even more severity than in the past, 
Christmas Moeller, chairman of the 
Danish Council in London, said 
today. 

Recently returned from a six- 
weeks trip to Sweden, where he con- 
ferred with Danish refugees and 
leaders of the Danish resistance 
movement, Moeller said sabotage 
against German industry is con- 
tinuing in Denmark despite the 
heavy reprisals. He said he saw no 
signs of the Germans withdrawing 
from that country. 

He said he met in Sweden hun- 
dreds of refugees, including the ex- 
plorer Ebbe Munck, and that he 
had conferred there with Thomas 
Droessing, Denmark's fighting dip- 
lomatic representative to Moscow. 


EXECUTIONS 
STOCKHOLM, March 21—Thirty~ 
six Danish patriots have been exe- 
cuted during the last three weeks 
by German military authorities who 
charged them with sabotage, the 
Free Danish Press Service reported 


here today. 
The agency also reported 50,000 
German wounded soldiers and 


refugees have arrived in Denmark 
from the war fronts, and that Berlin 
had ordered German authorities in 
Denmark to prepare to receive up 
to a million wounded. 


British Communists Ask — 
Larger Cabinet Majority 


LONDON, March 21 (Reuter’s)— 
A new government should be formed 
in Great Britain following the forth- 
coming general election, with labor 
as the progressive majority, the 
executive committee of the Commu- 
nist party declared today. 

"It should include representatives 
of all parties which support the de- 
cision of the Crimea Conference, 
economic cooperation, and agree 
upon a minimum program for eco- 
nomic and _ social progress,” the 








one has a right to his say. 


statement said. 





TERRY 


a WELL, HU SHEE, THIS 
CAVE YOU BROUGHT ME 
TO IS CERTAINLY OUT 
OF THE WAY... BUT 
WHY ALL THE SECRECY? 








tionist 















AS I TOLD You, 
TERRY, I AM 
CONCERNED 
ABOUT SOMETHING 


(Courtesy Chi. Trib-New York News 





YOU KNOW THE DRAGON LADY 
FILTERED A FORCE OF MEN 
THROUGH THE JAPANESE 
LINES TO BUILD A LANDING 
STRIP, FOR YOUR PEOPLE 
TO FLY IN A RADIO CREW AND 

















SET UP A CONTROL STATION /® 
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YOUR RADIO- BEACON WAS 
FIRST USED TO GUIDE 
AMERICAN SUBMARINES 
TO AJAPANESE ANCHORAGE 
ALONG THE INDO-CHINA 
COA , 


eee 










DOES MR. RYAN REALIZE OUR 
GUERRILLAS WOULD BE LESS 
UNEASY ABOUT GETTING BACK “% 
TO CHINA SAFELY IF THEY KNEW 
FOR SURE WHEN THE AMERICANS 
PLAN To MAKE A LANDING ON 
wat THIS COAST #-.. 


By CANIFF 
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5th Army Restee Gets 


Free Booze In Trance 





By Sgt. JACK FOISIE 
Staff Correspondent 
AT A 5TH ARMY REST CENTER, March 21—Warrant officer 
Lincoln Zonn, who in his civilian days was better known as 
”Ulzon, the Great,” took the stage for his 500th performance in 
the army. Zonn is a professional hypnotist, and it is his claim 


that he has never failed in this t 


But a lot of the GI audience were skeptical. No one can 
put me to sleep, spoke the determined-chin attitude of the seven 
soldiers.on the platform. They were the volunteer subjects. No 


est of mind over mind. 





one can make me bark like a+ 


dog, or feel no pain, nor do any-| 
thing crazy like that, they 
glared at Zonn. 

Zonn began to show them dif- 
ferently, speaking in almost normal 
tones but repeating each sentence 
twice and harping always on the 
theme: you are going into a deep 
and dreamless sleep, a deep and 
dreamless sleep. You are going 
deeper and deeper asleep. 

Sure enough, in about ten min- 
utes four of the seven were in a 
deep and presumably a dreamless 
sleep, a deep and presumably a 
dreamless sleep. A fifth was partly 
under the influence and only one 
other and myself were not visibly 
affected, although I felt myself get- 
ting drowsy but fought off sleep 
because then I'd miss the story. 

Two of the four were found to be 
sleeping so soundly they would not 
respond to anybody but as for the 
other two—a Negro and a 10th 
Mountain Division soldier, Zonn 
had complete control of their sub- 
conscious minds. 

EASY AS PIE 

He proved it by ordering them to 
execute a few simple commands, 
and they complied, awkwardly, 
without enthusiasm, but blindly and 
seemingly without mental effort. He 
asked them to open their eyes and 
to give their names, and they did 
so, staring blankly ahead or at 
Zonn. 

Then the fun began. “What is 
your favorite whiskey?” asked Zonn, 
smiling in anticipation. 

"Vat 69,” answered the Mountain 
soldier thoughtfully. 

"Now listen carefully. How many 
drinks does it take to make you 
happy?” 

The Mountaineer considered care- 
fully and blankly. ’Eight,” he de- 
cided. The crowd murmured in mock 
admiration. . 

"All right,” exclaimed Zonn, who 
is special service officer at the 24th 
Genera! Hospital. "every time I snap 
my fingers you are having a drink 
of Vat 69. Do you understand?” 
The Mountaineer nodded, begin- 
ning to show interest. 

Snap! "How does it taste?” 

"Good," decided the lad under the 
hypnotic spell. 

"Okay, here’s another.” Snap! "A 
double one.” Snap! Snap! 

"Better.” said the lad, almost be- 
fore he was asked. 

Snap. Snap. Snap. Snap. Snap! 
"Feel good, now, huh.” Sure enough. 
the hypnotized guy was starting to 
smile and to weave and almost to 
hiccough. Zonn warned him: 
"You're not going to fall and you're 
not going to be sick.” (He had 
learned through experience.) "’Feel- 





U. §. Parcel Post Service 
With Soviets Resumed 


NEW. YORK, March 21 — The 
Post Office Department announced 
today that parcel post service to 





Soviet Russia, suspended _ since 
Juné 15, 1940, will be resumed im- 
mediately. 

The announcement said the 


order is applicable also to certain 
areas under the jurisdiction of the 


Soviet Union with which mail 
service was resumed on Feb. 16. 
These are: Bessarabia, Northern 


“Zukovina and certain places in the 
district of Dorohoi, in Mojdavia. 
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AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
STATION, ROME 


Thursday, March 22 

HIGHLIGHTS 
6:30-—-Reveille Roundup 
10 :00—Everybody’s Music 
10:30—Encore ~— Mail Call 
12:45—Salute to 5th Army 
1:00—Shining Hour 
2:30-—-Globe Theater 
3:15—Boston Symphony 
5 :00—Blondie 
6:00—Music We Love 
6:30—GI Journal 
7:15—Correspondent’s Column 
7:30-—-Dinah Shore 
9:15—We Who Serve Speak 
9:30—Music Hall 
10 :00—Cavalcade 
10:30—Starlight Room—Excelsior 

News of the hour on the hour! 
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AAF Removes Wraps 
From A-26 Invader 


NEW YORK, March 21—The 
fastest medium bomber in the 
world is now in action in the 
European Theater. With this 
news, the AAF has taken the 
wraps off the new Douglas A-26 
Invader, a twin-motored plane 
which is rapidly replacing B-26s 
and A-20s in the air war over 
Germany. 

The A-26’s firepower includes 
various combinations of 20, 37 
and 75 mm. cannon, and as many 
as ten 50 cal. machine guns. 


— 








ing pretty high now, huh? The 
world looks rosy, does it?” 

Pretty high? He felt excellent, 
most excellent. No one doubted that 
in his own sub-conscious mind he 
was completely high, as drunk as 
Robert Benchley ever pretended to 
be. The Mountaineer was pouring 
his own drinks now and soon he 
was drinking from the bottle he had 
found in mid-air. 

The Negro lad had _ reacted 
strangely to the spell, Zonn ex- 
plained. He was completely aware 
of the fact that he was under hyp- 
notic influence and yet he was 
powerless to help himself. One min- 
ute he was repeating his name and 
the next minute Zonn had "seized” 
the name and put it into my hands. 
And for the life of him, the Negro 
couldn’t again repeat his name until 
I had "given” it back to him by 
placing my cupped hands in his. 


GRAND FINALE 

The windup was to have the 
Mountaineer return to his seat and 
at the whiff of Zonn’s cigarette 
some unseen power, which he obvi- 
ously was struggling against, made 
him stand up and say in a quivering 
voice: "Gee, fellows, what a swell 
girl I had out last night.” 

And yet, with Zonn’s mere "you 
are absolutely released from all sug- 
gestion,” the Mountaineer awoke as 
if from a deep and dreamless sleep, 
a deep and dreamless sleep, per- 
fectly normal. 

You have to see it to believe it— 
and everyone present did except the 
Mountaineer—he didn’t remember a 
thing. 


Antitankers Hear Music 
During Shelling Intervals 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, March 
21—A foxhole broadcasting system 
has been set up by T-Sgt. James 
E. Dyke of Los Angeles for the anti- 
tank company, 362nd Infantry, and 
it dispenses Harry James and Dinah 
Shore during the quiet evening in- 
tervals between shellbursts. 

The 91st Division sergeant bought 
a phonograph and borrowed some 
records from Special Service. Set- 
ting up the machine in his platoon 
CP, Sgt. Dkye called his gun crews 
on sound-powered telephones and 
bade them listen. Since then music 
is a regular feature. There are theme 
tunes for various occasions. When 
Rover Joe flies over, the tune is 
"Straighten Up and Fly Right.” For 
evening guard details the record is 
"By the Light of the Silvery Moon.” 

*"Commercials,” Sgt. Dyke says, 
"are out.” 





Purge Movie Said 
Hitler's Stimulant; 
Bomb Try Story Told 


BONN ON THE RHINE, March 
21 (AP)—Hitler, conscious that the 
war is lost, keeps his courage from 
time to time by having the revolting 
film depicting the purging of field 
marshalls, generals and members of 
the nobility shown to him by his 
latest confident, Obergruppen- 
fuehrer of the SS Fegelin. 

This information, together with 
the complete story of the generals’ 
attempt on the Fuehrer’s life on 
July 20, 1944, was given by a man 
whose integrity and veracity is be- 
yond question. 

The bomb failed, the informant 
said, because Hitler, in exception 
to the usual rule, didn’t receive the 
officers in a concrete bunker but 
in a wooden shed to show Mussolini 
and high Italians that he wasn’t 
afraid of air raids. The Italians were 
to attend the ceremony of the in- 
corporation of remnants of the Fas- 
cist.army into the Wehrmacht. 

The bomb’s effectiveness had been 
calculated on the assumption that 
the explosion would occur in a much 
smaller room and that the bunker’s 
concrete wall would heighten the 
impact of the blast. Secondly, it 
failed because at the moment of the 
explosion Hitler had stepped to a 
cupboard to look for a magnifying 
glass. The bomb had been placed 
under his chair. 

Even so, Hitler was badly hurt. 
His hearing was apparently im- 
paired permanently and his right 
arm was wounded, but he has since 
recovered. He also suffered burns. 
As after effects of his experience, 
Hitler fell seriously ill in the second 
half of September. 

Since then he often loses his 
memory and for days is unable to 
function as Chief of State and as 
the Wehrmacht’s superman com- 
mander. Frequently his speech fails 
him or he can pronounce words 
only with great difficulty. These 
facts, the informant pointed out, 
explain why Hitler’s radio speeches 
on January 1 and January 30 
aroused so much controversy on 
= or not the Fuehrer himself 
spoke. 





. 


Austria's Anti-Nazis 
Sabotaging In Tyrol 


LONDON, March 21 (AP)—Aus- 
trian Partisan bands have begun 
sabotaging Nazi preparations for a 
last-ditch resistance in the moun- 
tains of Tyrol, Moscow radio re- 
ported today. 

Simultaneously Moscow called 
upon "every responsible Austrian” 
to take to the hills to join the 
Partisans help smash German plans 
for guerrilla war in the mountain 
fastnesses. Tyrolean Patriots are 
led by Eduard Kloeckner upon 
whose head the Nazi police have 
placed a big cash reward, Moscow 
Said. 

Another Moscow broadcast 
warned the Austrians that the Nazis 
had decided to make Austria the 
scene of their last stand and have 
already started gathering munitions 
and supplies in their mountain 
strongholds. 

To speed the construction of these 
mountain bulwarks, Moscow said 
that Himmler has taken control of 
a famed engineering organization 
—builders of fortifications and sub- 
terranean installations. 





Home 


LONDON, March 21—Queen Wil- 
helmina of The Netherlands is on 
Netherlands soil for the first time 
since the Spring of 1940, it was 
disclosed here today. The Queen, 
who left The Netherlands when the 
Nazis invaded the Lowlands, is 
making a tour of the liberated sec- 
tions of the country. 





—— 





—— 





Flashes From The Front 








- 








WHEN IT COMES TO OPERATIONAL HOURS not very many 
airmen can approach S-Sgt. John R. Felts of Dallas, Tex., gunner in 
the 47th Bomb Group of the 12th AAF. He had 1,200 hours before 
coming to this theater. From Pearl Harbor until August, 1943, he was 
a member of a B-18 and later B-25 crew that patrolled for submarines 
in the Caribbean area. Based in Puerto Rico, he sometimes flew as 
much as ten hours a day. He has done 66 missions over here and hopes 


to take up pilot training. 


A PLATOON OF THE 168th REGIMENT, 34th Division, occupied 
two houses of a town during an attack and was encircled when the 


enemy took some of the other houses in the town. Pfc. 


ohn J. Marzin- 


sky of Mechanicsville, N. Y., volunteered to try to get help. He left the 
house he was in through the cellar and made his way behind piles of 
rubbish and barns and along alleyways. When he reached the outer 
rim of German-held houses, he was discovered, but he made 4 dash 


through small arms fire. He got through unharmed 


to the company 


CP, and another platoon was dispatched with Marzinsky leading. It 
succeeded in relieving Marzinsky’s platoon, clearing the enemy and 


taking the town completely. 
. 


WHEN HIS COMPANY WAS ATTACKED by a battalion of Ger- 
man paratroopers and enemy artillery fire had knocked out all lines 
of communications to adjacent and reserve units, Pfc. Leonard V. Zigler 
of Fort Dodge, Iowa, volunteered to return at night over a half mile of 
constantly shelled terrain to bring up reinforcements and to direct 
artillery fire on the Krauts. The action occurred in an area south of 
Bologna on Highway 65. He got through, and his bravery helped his 
company to regain ground lost in the enemy drive. 


. a 


SGT. PAUL DOUGHERTY OF CLOE, PA., a gunner in a B-24 unit 
of the 15th AAF, has flown seven missions, has had to parachute twice 


and has done more walking than 


most infantrymen. His first jump 


followed a mission over Blechhammer, when an engine was shot out 
and the gas line cracked. He came down in a river in Yugoslavia, was 
picked up by Partisans and did not get back to his base until a month 
later. The second long walk followed a trip to flak-ridden Vienna. This 
time he landed near the Russian lines, and he did a powerful lot of 
traveling in Hungary and Rumania before getting back to his base, 





Rome Maintenance Man 
Fixes Almost Everything 


ROME—Sometimes installing, oc- 
casionally inventing, always repair- 
ing, T-3 Roy’ Whitehurst of Mar- 
shall, Texas is the man behind most 
whirring wheels and purring motors 
in the Rome area. Whitehurst, util- 
ity man at a medium maintenance 
shop, is a latter day Jack Horner 
with a thumb in mechanical pies too 
numerous to count. 

The only GI among 175 civilian 
specialists, the 29-year-old former 
Texas and Pacific Railroad elec- 
trician supervises brick mason, 
blacksmith, plumbing, machine, car- 
penter, and electrical sections, which 
represent the shop’s six non-auto- 
motive divisions. Any resemblance 
to-a routine job, however, is purely 
coincidental. 


TESTS INGENUITY 


The work’s constant challenge to 
ingenuity is based on its unpredicta- 
bility. In one case, the breakdown 
of a gas engine running a refrig- 
erator threatened a general hospital 
with the loss of its blood plasma 
supply. Whitehurst got a hurry call, 
found the engine beyond repair and 
in six hours time installed an elec- 
trical motor, saving the supply. 

Not that all work at medical units 


Danger Curve Eliminated 
By 109th Engineer Bn. 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, March 
21—”’Purple Heart Corner,” a dan- 
gerous, hairpin turn on Highway 65 
south of Bologna, has been elimi- 
nated by the ingenuity and re- 
sourcefulness of a platoon of 34th 
Division combat engineers. 

Under direct observation by the 
enemy, the corner was the high- 
way’s hottest spot for months and 
became a serious mental and phy- 
sical hazard as driver after driver 
collected his Purple Heart on the 
turn. 

The 109th Engineer Combat Bat- 
talion of the 34th was assigned the 
task of eliminating the danger spot. 
The engineers laid out an alternate 
road site 75 yards from the corner, 
but found that normal road build- 
ing procedure was impossible, due 
to enemy activity. The engineers 
then built a road of planks in 12- 
foot by 12-foot sections in the com- 
pany bivouac area and laid it at 
night. 





has been of an emergency nature. 
At another general hospital, he has 
repaired radios and X-rays, while 
for a station hospital’s kitchen he 
devised an electric unit incorporated 
into a stove to heat patients’ trays, 

Among the larger pieces of ma- 
chinery instaHed by him are the 
Coca-Cola bottling plant, which he 
services, and the Quartermaster 
laundry’s dry cleaning and wash- 
ing apparati. In the communica- 
tions fields, Whitehurst’s worksheet 
lists The Stars and Strines, whose 
large diesel generators he main- 
tains; the AES station, whose rec- 
ord turntable -is powered by a 
generator he put in; PWB, for whom 
he repairs presses, and RCA Com- 
munications. 

Alfredo Giampolo, electrical fore- 
man who hasn’t lost an hour’s work 
in eight months is typical of the 
civilian specialists who work with 
him. Mauricio Sette, in charge of 
telephone work; Arnaldo Serraglia, 
motor expert and others like them 
have voluntarily contributed more 
than 5,000 dollars worth of their 
own tools and equipment, otherwise 
unobtainable. 

PERSONAL JOBS 


Out at the shops, located in the 
former Beretta plant, are several of 
Whitehurst’s individual projects. In- 
stalled in an ambulance body is 4 
mobile generator capable of supply- 
ing power to the entire outfit, which 
also uses a 30-outlet phone switch- 
board he contrived from odds and 
ends of German, Italian and British 
equipment. 

What type of job might turn up 
next, the energetic Texan was un- 
able to forecast. ‘The impression 
was that it would be handled some- 
how, if Flash Gordon _ himself 
brought in a Super-Cosmic Space 
Ship for refitting. 





Service Award 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, March 
21 — The 734th Ordnance’ Light 
Maintenance Company, 34th Divl- 
sion, has received the War Depart- 
ment Meritorious Service Unit 
Plaque for outstanding perform- 
ance of technical duties in Italy 
during the period from July 1 to 
Dec. 31, 1944. Maj. Gen. Charles 
L. Bolte, division commander, pre- 
sented the plaque to Capt. Edward 
R. Kiefer of Little Falls, Minn. 





company commander. 
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... and, no kidding, when 
! answered the phone, who 
was it but J. J. O’Malley!... 


HOyV04 2'U3M q 
Who? 











(Courtesy Newspaper PM, Inc.) 


J. J. O'Malley, the international 
financier. You heard of him— 








O'Malley? Oh, HIM. 
J} Sure... An important 
gee. | heard of him. 





By CROCKETT JOHNSON 





Copyright, 1945, The Newspaper PM, inc, CROCKETT 
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So long, 
Willie. 
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Howard, Mr. Herringbone 
wants you. You forgot to ‘ 
fill his ice-water carafe— 





{| want fo see the 
boss, too. !| got 
a hot tip for him. 
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K sez bes 
‘by Sgt: BaNixon 


Abner Doubleday might have been 


a good general and probably was Of! John’s, defending champions, beat 
much help in winning the Civil War, | wunienberg, 34-33, in the last min- 


or War Between the States, but all 


this business about being the father | Ute of play, and DePaul’s great 


of baseball is so much prunewhip. 
At least, that is what Will Irwin, 
one of the game’s foremost histor- 
ians, claims. 

Irwin points out that this year will 
mark the 100th anniversary of New 
York’s Knickerbocker Club and that 
a "myth has been carefully fos- 
tered” that Gen. Doubleday laid out 
a diamond and originated the game 
in Cooperstown, N. Y., in 1839. For 
the purpose of enhancing the tradi-. 
tions of baseball, this Cooperstown 
pusiness may be all right, says Ir- 
win, but he has documentary proof 
that baseball existed as far back 
as 1744 in England. 


No Hot Dogs? 


In that year a tome called "A 
Pretty Little Booklet” was pub- 
lished, representing rhythmed des- 
criptions of children’s games, and 
there as big as life was a piece about 
paseball, called by that very name 
and accompanied by a woodcut of a 
game, pitcher, batter, bases and 
everything except a frankfurter 
vendor. 

Digging among old newspaper 
files, libraries and what not, Irwin 
has come up with reams of evidence 
that baseball, with a few changes, 
is the same game that was played 
in England when Doubleday’s 
grandparents were young and hand- 
some. 

Don’t get us wrong. We are per- 
fectly happy to give Abner full 
credit, but since Mr. Irwin went to 
all the trouble of unearthing his 
data, the least we can do is listen. 

"The real clincher,” says he, "is 
published in London in 1828. A des- 
cription of ‘rounders,’ (This is the 
ame from which baseball is al- 
eged to have sprung) appears. It 
is noted that Londoners called the 
game ‘feeder.’ 


A Minor Change 


"There was a feeder, or catcher 
pitcher, and two catchers, one to 
catch what the other missed. Four 
bases were arranged diamond-form, 
the home base and the plate beside 
which the batsman stands being 
identical. The book said, ‘three 


strikes are out,’ and ’a ball caught|Modesto Junior College 69, Cleveland 


on the fly is out.’ A point was scored 


whenever a runner circled the bases| Peoria Diesel 63, Pratt-Whitney, Kansas 


safely. But the important differ- 
ence was when a batsman hits a fair 


the fielder puts him out by hitting 
him with the ball.” 
That last little custom has been 


slightly, altere d, but for, the m ost Chicago American Gears 58, Hartford 
part, that 1828 clambake sounds|pow Chem. 61, Cleveland Transfers 46. 
enough like modern baseball to|N. Y. Rens 67, Indianapolis Oilers 59. 
Oshkosh Stars 60, Det. Mansfields 56. 
No mention is made in those old| Pittsburgh Raiders 53, Newark Co2 Fire 


make a chump out of Abner. 


accounts of star players, but can’t 
you imagine ye-old-tyme counter- 
part of Casey Stengel doffing his 


chapeau at home base, allowing al Xayjer's Crowe Named 


white dove to flutter in the um- 
pire’s face? 


Snead, Nelson Again Tie, 





CHARLOTTE, N. C., March 21 
(ANS)—Byron Nelson and Sammy 


den-death playoff. 


Each went out in 34 and came/who starred in different sports 
back in 35 in the scramble for the| at Notre Dame, is reported to have 
2,000 dollars first prize money.|signed a two-year contract. Crowe 
Shead bagged an eagle on the/is on leave from Xavier University 
hole and beat Nelson’s|of Cincinnati, which suspended in- 


seventh 


> Century Fox 74, Mitchell Pontiacs 
grounder or is caught between bases| Fort warren 76, Bushnell Gen. Hosp. 44. 


Crowe, head basketball coach at 


Balk At Quick-Death Rule Notre Dame, was signed yesterday 


places 
Snead shot identical 69s today in|WhO for the past two years has 
the playoff for first place in the|filled the post left vacant when 
10,000-dollar Charlotte Open and|Maj. Edward Anderson, the regu- 
will play another 18-hole round|lar Hawkeye coach, entered the 
tomorrow as both declined a sud-| service. 


St. John's, DePaul 
Win In Invitation; 
Mikan Sefs Record 


NEW YORK, March 21 — St. 





George Mikan scored 33 points as 
the Chicagoans trounced West Vir- 
ginia, 76-52, to enter the semi-fin- 
als of the National Invitation 
Tournament last night in Madison 
Square Garden before 18,000 fans. 

Mikan’s 13 field goals and seven 
foul shots set a record for the sea- 
son and when he left the game via 
the personal foul route with five 
minutes to. play he received an un- 
usual compliment of a handshake 
from every West Virginia player 
on the floor, as the crowd thun- 
dered its approval of his night’s 
work. 
DePaul led, 32-25, at the inter- 
mission after West Virginia held to 
a slight lead for the first four 
minutes of play but Mikan soon 
opened up with the first of ten 


field goals in the first half. Bob 
Carroll scored 16 points for the 
Mountaineers. 


The Johnnies had trouble all the 
way with the Mules and won when 
substitute Tom Larkin hit on a set 
shot with less than a minute to go. 
Muhlenberg had a 10-0 margin after 
eight minutes but the Johnnies 
pulled up to 13-14 at halftime with 
Bill Kotsores leading the scoring. 
The second half was basket-for- 
basket all the way with Larkin’s 
goal the clincher. With 30 seconds 
to play Dick Whiting stole the ball 
from the Johnnies’ Hy Gotkin and 
flipped a pass to Red Baldwin who 


up a one-hand shot but the ball 
rolled round the rim. 
NATIONAL INVITATION 

(New York) 
St. John’s 34, Muhlenberg 33. 
DePaul 76, West Virginia 52. 
NATIONAL AAU TOURNAMENT 

(Denver, Colo.) 

Wichita Cessnas 83, U. of Colo. Med. 39. 
Den. Jellymakers 49, St. L. Candles 35. 
Burley, Idaho, Simplots 98, Mitchell, 


Se  § 

Portland Musicmakers 54, Ute, Iowa, 
Indians, 34. 
Allen-Bradley, 
Mapelli, 35. 
Ft. Collins Creamery 53, Wyoming U. 45. 
Phillips Oilers 60, Greeley Lions 37. 
San Francisco AC 66, Billings, Mont., 
Bennetts 41. 

Fort Wayne Moose 62, Camp Claiborne 
Hospital 50. 


Milwaukee 81, Toner- 


Allman Transfers 47. 


City 39. 


WORLD PRO TOURNAMENT 
(Chicago) 


Nutmegs 47. 


Extinguishers 50, 


Football Coach At lowa 


IOWA CITY, March 21—Clem 





as acting head football coach at 
the University of Iowa. Crowe re- 
Edward "Slip” Madigan, 


Crowe, 41, one of six brothers 


dribbled down the center and tossed e : 


Ist- Sports School 
Will Open April 2 
With Rome As Site 


AFHQ, Italy, March 21—A central 
. |Sports school for U. S. troops in 
§|the Mediterranean Theater, actf- 
vated for the purpose of providing 
:{a refresher course in athletics for 
* jofficers and enlisted men who will 
:}serve as coaches and instructors 
jin a postwar sports program dee 
}isigned to begin after the war in 
Europe, will open in Rome on April 
2, it was announced today. The 
school will be under the supervision 
of Special Service, MTOUSA, with 
prominent personalities on the 
faculty, Maj. Jack H. Bridwell, act- 

U. S. Army Special Service 
officer, MTOUSA, revealed. 

Major Bridwell said that the 
4 |school, which is scheduled to con- 

-jtinue for three months, will not 
affect or interfere materially with 
the duty over a long period of time 
*jof any of the officers and enlisted 
;}/men who attend. Men detailed to 
* |the school will be properly trained 
and screened; thereby establishing 
a known and qualified roster of 
technicians available at any time. 

Eight civilian consultants, headed 
by Dr. Seward C. Staley, Director 
of Physical Education at the Uni- 
egy 4 of Illinois, have arrived in 
the eater to aid Army officials 
in the school. Dr. Staley, who holds 
executive positions in national, sec- 
tional and state physical education 
associations, has been named ath- 
letic administrator for the pro- 

ram. 

Other civilian instructors include 
H. W. Hargiss, track coach at the 
University of Kansas and the man 
who guided the collegiate track 
career of Glenn Cunningham; Cecil 
Isbell, Purdue University football 
coach, who gained fame as a Purdue 
All-America and later with the 
Green Bay Packers; Dean Nesmith, 
athletic trainer at the University of 
Kansas; Ethan Allen, former major 
league baseball star, George T. 
White, secretary of the New Eng- 
land Officials Association; Howard 
Hobson, basketball coach at the 
University of Oregon, and William 
J. (Billy) Cavanagh, U. S. Military 
Academy boxing mentor for 27 
years. 

Members of the faculty, who, in 
addition to the school director, are 
setting up the first series of classes, 
are Maj. E. Al Baggett, Athletic 
Branch, MTOUSA SSO, who will 
serve as commandant and Maj. Roy 
E. Pille, 85th Division SSO, assist- 
ant commandant. Mr. Hargiss is 
also a member of the faculty. 

During the next three months 
six classes will be held each school 
term, Major Baggett said, with a 
minimum of seven hours of daily 
instruction continuing for 12 days. 
A minimum of 60 students—half 
officers and half enlisted men— 
will attend each class. 


Boston, Maple Leafs 
Victors In Playoffs 


DETROIT, March 21 (ANS)—The 
Boston Bruins and Toronto Maple 
Leafs, both underdogs, scored up- 
set triumphs in the opening games 
of the National Hockey League’s 
semi-final playoffs last night. The 
Bruins beat. Detroit here, 4-3, while 
Toronto blanked the Canadiens, 1l- 
0, in Montreal. 

The Bruins scored their first vic- 
tory on Detroit ice since December 
of ’43 with a first period rush good 
for three goals. The game was un- 
usually clean, with only one pen- 
alty, until after the final whistle 
and then both squads mixed it up 
to the howling delight of a crowd 
of 10,000 for several minutes. 

Toronto scored its winning goal 
with only 22 seconds of play re- 
maining, when Ted Kennedy grab- 


THE LOSERS TAKE OVER 
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Down the ladder with the All-Tourney team of the North 
Italy playoffs. Cpl. ’"Sweetwater” Clifton, Cpl. John Brown, 
2nd Lt. "Boop” Lowery, Cpl. George McQueen, Pfc. Sonny 
Woods. (12th Air Force Photo by Capt. C. F. Able) 


Big A’s Get One Place 
On All-Tourney Quintet 


FLORENCE, March 21—Positive proof that the 92nd Divi- 
sion’s Buffalo Big A’s, North Italy Zone basketball champions, 
won the title because of all-round team play rather than the 
presence of individual stars is found in the All-Tournament team 
picked by game officials which contains only one member of the 
winning club. 

Brownie’s Boys, the beaten finalists from the 468th QM Bn., 
and the PBS champion Rough Riders, of the 522nd Port Bn., 
each placed two players on the all-star team, an aggregation 
with scoring power, height, speed and experience. : 
At forward, Brownie’s Cpl. George McQueen, whose 100 points 
in six games led the point-makers, is paired with 2nd Lt. Boop” 
Lowery, of the Rough Riders. Cpl. "Sweetwater” Clifton, the 
6-foot-6 center of the Rough Riders was picked at center and 
Cpl. John Brown, of Brownie’s, was shifted to guard, along with 
Pfc. Sonny Woods, the playmaker, set-shot artist and ball- 
handing specialist of the Big A’s. . 

Six players were given honorable mention, Capt. John 
Yusievicz, who played three years of varsity basketball with the 
University of Connecticut; T-5 Earle Schroeder, Sparks; T-5 
James Usry, Big A’s; Pvt. Venturo Irriboli, Mud Turtles; 1st Lt. 
Leonard Jordan, Big A’s, and T-5 William Lovett, Brownie’s Boys. 
The eight officials who worked the week-long playoffs in 
competent fashion selected the team for 12th Air Force Special 
Service, sponsors of the tournament. The officials were: Maj. 
George Miller, Maj. Willis Monroe, ist Lt. Danny Bottero, T-Sgt. 














birdie on the same hole. 


ee 


tercollegiate sports in 1942. 


s Urban, t. Julius Shanbrom, S-Sgt. Ray Mazurowski, T-3 
Stead Inset bed a loose puck and drilled a shot 
between goalie Bill Duran’s ankles 





DICK TRACY 








(Courtesy Chi. Trib.-New York News Syndicate, Inc,, distributed thru CNS) 


just as the crowd of 12,000 settled 


Richard Anske and T-4 Calvin Anderson. 
By GOU LD back for an overtime period. 

































$0’ GRAVEL GERTIE, 
YOU'RE JUST A 

JAILBIRD, EH? WHY 
DIDN’T YOU TELL 4 


AN 


INDIANAPOLIS, March 21—The 
Hershey Bears won the opener of 
their Governor’s Cup series in the 
American Hockey League last night, 
beating the Capitals, 3-1. The game 
was delayed 15 minutes in the third 
period when home town fans ob- 
jected to a penalty meted out to 
Red Kane for tripping Peg 
O’Neill of Hershey. The Buffalo 
Bisons defeated the Cleveland 
Barons, 4-1, in Cleveland, on three 
goals within a minute’s time in the 
first period. 


M. Cooper 4-F 
ST. LOUIS, March 21 (ANS) — 
Mort Cooper, Cardinals’ righte 
cet pitching mainstay, was 








again classified 4-F after three days 
of examination at Jefferson Bar« 
racks, it was announced today. 
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‘Ike’ Tells Germans 
Ruhr Region Next 
On Allied Calendar 


SHAEF, March 21 (AP)—Ger- 
many today had lost the Saar val- 
ley and was confronted by General 
Dwight D. Eisenhower's warning 
that the Ruhr itself would fall 
next, a warning underscored by the 
Armagedon of the Wehrmacht west 
of the Rhine so complete that it 
seemed doubtful it could rally for a 
stand in strength east of the river. 

Already the lack of power east of 
the Rhine was apparent. The Ger- 
mans had thrown the best they 
could against the Remagen bridge- 
head and had failed to check its 
expansion and now were falling 
back upon the. Sieg and Wied River 
line in despair of driving the dough- 
boys from the east bank. 

Prisoners plodded dejectedly in by 
uncounted thousands. 

Many Allied officers, twice bitten 
and wary, were ready again to bet 
that the jig would be up in 60 days. 

There was talk that the German 
command had or would soon try to 
cry quits. 

General Eisenhower told civilians 
and foreign workers to flee the 
doomed Ruhr now, and he had ter- 
rific air might and four poised 
armies opposite the great war 
aay valley to back up his warn- 

g. 


15th Heavies Strike 
Jet Aircraft Targets 


MAAF HQ, March 21—For the 
second time in seven days American 
planes blasted jet-propelled enemy 
aircraft targets when 15th AAF 
Fortresses and Liberators struck at 
the Neuburg airdrome, 50 miles 
north of Munich, today. 

Medium bombers in some strength 
meanwhile added a new target to 
their list of transportation objec- 
tives when they raided the rail 
yards at Brennero, in the heart of 
the Brenner Pass. 

The escorted heavy bombers also 
attacked oil refineries at Kragan, 
four miles east of Vienna, and Vos- 
endorf, six miles south of the Aus- 
trian capital. 

Early reports indigated that the 
bombers had outstanding results at 
the Neuburg airdrcme;.a jet-pro- 
pelled fighter base, with good bomb 
concentvations falling on runways, 
hangars and dispersal areas, Incom- 
plete reports from the Vienna raid 
indicate generally good results. 

B-25s of the 12th AAF, in addi- 
tion to their strike at Brennero, 
attacked the often-bombed and 
much-repaired diversionary bridge 
at San Michele, also on the Brenner 
Line. These attacks bring to about 
5,500 the number of sorties flown 
against this vital enemy life line 
since last November. 














Ah, Spring. Has Arrived 
--But With Reservations 


WASHINGTON, March 21 (ANS) 
—The U. 8. Weather Bureau says 
spring is officially here. It arrived 
at 1938 hours, Eastern War Time, 
last night and residents of: the 
Middle Atlantic states will agree 
for from that region southward, 
temperatures were balmy and skies 
were clear. 

Yesterday, Boston’s high of 17 
equaled the record for March 20, 
and New York City’s 80 beat the 
1921 record of 74. But New Eng- 
land’s hopes of greeting the new 
season with springlike weather were‘ 
dampened by showers, and rain 
drenched the upper Ohio Valley. 

Colder weather moved into the 
Lower Lakes region, lowering tem- 
peratures to freezing and below, 
and temperatures were below nor- 
mal in northern states. 
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Italy May Declare 
War On _ Japanese 


WASHINGTON, March 2% (AP) 
—In a major effort to achieve a 
United Nations status, "co-bel- 
ligerent” Italy was reliably re- 
ported today to be negotiating 
with the Big Three for.a declara- 
tion of war against Japan. 

The negotiations are said to 
have Soviet and American ap- 
proval. A nod from 10 Downing 
Street is understood to be still 
forthcoming. 

It was believed here that the 
Italians seek two immediate goals 
in declaring war on Japan—a 
Lend-Lease agreement with the 
United States and participation 
in the San Francisco conference. 


Reich City Caphered 
With Hand Grenade 


KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany, 
March 21 (AP)—This vital road 
center fell to one hand grenade 
and 25 American GIs yesterday. 

The city, with a 60,000 peacetime 
population, was long figured by Lt. 
Gen. Patton’s strategists as the 
toughest kind of nut to crack. 

But that small group of dough- 
boys took over without resistance. 

Actually the first Americans into 
Kaiserslautern were Lt. Col. Henry 
T. Cherry’s task force, but they 
kept going at a 25-mile-per-hour 
= through the city which was 
ee . slightly damaged by air at- 


"Honestly, this deal was a push- 
over,” said one of the doughboys, 
adding that only a few snipers were 
encountered. 

Three hundred prisoners were 
taken. The abject prisoners offered 
a startling contrast to the nearby 
Statue of cocky German soldiers 
with grenades stuffed in their belts. 


Allied-Italian Board 
Formed For Local Pix. 


ROME, March 21—A temporary | 
Allied-Italian Film Board to facili- 
tate the revival of a purged Italian 
film industry has been created, it 
was announced today by the Allied 
Commission. 

The board met for the first tum: | 
today under the chairmanship of | 
Rear Admiral Ellery W. Stone, Chief | 
Commissioner of the Allied Commis- 
sion. Admiral Stone said it should 
be one of the duties of the new 
group to recommend revision 6f the | 
Fascist measures’ discriminoting} 
against foreign films. | 

"The former Fascist regime,’ | 
Stone said, "created a _ state-fi- 
nanced motion picture industry 
which by a series of unfair and 
discriminatory measures soon made 
competition impossible for foreien 
companies. Taking advantage of 
its monopolistic position, the indus- 
try became riddled with corruption 
and graft at the expense of the 
Italian taxpayer. Through its films 
it preached hatred and war in an 
effort to overthrow and conquer 
democratic and peace-loving coun- 
tries of the world.” ; 

The Italian Government, the 
PWB and the Allied Commission 
have equal representation on the 
board. The British and Amevicon 
Embassies were represented by ob- 
servers at today’s meeting. 


Luce At 5th 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, March 
21 — Congresswoman Clare Boothe 
Luce was back on tlie 5th Arniy 
front today. She visited the 85th 
and 88th Infantry Divisions be- 
fore noon, lunched at Corps head- 
quarters and spent the rest of the 
afternoon with the 34th and 91st 
































Divisions. 


3rd Army Columns 
In Ludwigshafen; 
Nazis Flee In Saar 


(Continued from page 1) 


patches indicated that armored 
and infantry divisions of the 7th 
Army were pouring through the 
breached Siegfried Line on a 
broad front east of Saarbrucken 
to the Wissembourg Gap. 

Between the 7th Army and the 
Rhine, the French ist Army was 
advancing northward steadily, and 
occupying more and more of the 
west bank of the river. 

With the battle west of the 
Rhine rapidly becoming more of 
@ mopping up operation, the Ger- 
mans reported the outbreak of an 
offensive at the northern end of 
the Ist Army’s growing bridge- 
head on the east bank of the Rhine 
opposite Remagen. 

But, according to German News 
Agency reports, it was not the Ist 
Army which was in action there. 
Rather, the Nazis reported, it was 
the newly-formed U. S. 15th Army 
commanded by Lt. Gen. Lawrence 

Gerow. Although the Allied 
communique told of substantial 
gains by the Ist Army at the north- 
ern end of the now 25-mile long 
bridgehead, no indication was 
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given that the 15th Army also 
might be involved. 

The German report said that 
the American forces had launched 
a major attack in a northerly di- 
rection on both sides of the six- 
lane super-highway leading from 
Frankfurt-am-Main to Cologne 
and the Ruhr. 

Meanwhile, farther to the north 
where increased German sensitivity 
to Allied patrolling was reported, 
Field Marshal Sir Bernard L, Mont- 
gomery, commander of the 21st 
Army Group, told members of the 
Canadian 1st, the British 2nd and 


ithe U. S. 9th Armies that, "We've 


entered the ring for the last round. 
There'll be no gcng.” 


Wavell Goes To Britain 


For Government Confab 


LONDON, March 21—Field Mar- 
shal Sir Archibald P, Wavell, Vice- 
roy and Governcr General of India, 
is returning to England for consul- 
tations with the Government, it was 
announced officially here today. 

One of the main subjects of dis- 
cussion will be the new conditions 
in the Far East that will arise out 
cf the concentration of the main 
war effort against Janan after Ger- 
many’s defeat. The Indian political 
situation will also be considered. 

A Government spokesman said: 
With the coming transferance of 
the main weight of operations 
rgainst Japan many matters require 
immediate discussion. The situation 
has to be considered nct only in an 
onerational sense but also in all 
that it implies for India’s economy 
and supply position, manufactures, 





‘mports of food and so on.” 





Polar Flight 

MOSCOW, March 21—The Soviet 
polar pilot, Chislov, has flown to 
within 180 miles of the North Pole 
during a reconnaissance flight, 
Pravda reported’ today. Chislov 
spent 60 hours in the air without 
interruption. 





Senator Challenges 


( j 
Huns Give Up Newspaper Writers 


On Iwo Jima 
For One Hour 
~ WASHINGTON, March 21 (ANs) 


IWO JIMA, March 21 (UP)—For|—Challenges to a fight were 
one hour tonight Iwo Jima was the /at two newspaper cobumniote = 
happiest spot on earth. terday by Sen. Harlan A. Bush. 
Machine guns, antiaircraft guns, {field (R., S. D.), as the Senate 
carbines, rifles and even pistols/moved through another day of de. 
roared in a local jubilation. The war —~ —+..' — pA oy boon 
in Europe was over. Germany had son and Lowell Mellett had join ed 
surrendered. in a “smear” campaign against op. 
Then came the dismal truth. ponents to the confirmation of the 
A walkie-talkie Army radio oper-|Williams’ nomination for Rura| 
ator, bored in a solitary foxhole, “or py omer. 
decided to play radio announcer e floor of the Senate, Bush. 
with a buddy a couple of holes|field called Pearson a “liar” anq 
away. Close by, inside a truck an-|Mellett a "pusillanimous little nin. 
other operator was typing military — He told his colleagues 
messages from San  Francisco,|/he would be glad to meet the col. 
Somehow the frequencies became |UMnists where he was not bound 


.|by "rules and regulations.” 
tangled and from the official oper One of the “lies” Pearson had 


’ i i th . s 
the message "Germany ‘has. sur-|Published about him, Bushficld sai 
rendered unconditionally.” — = he po ae © bill 

The operator got the news to make an appropriation for an 
headquarters and in ten minutes at a) ,named "Winnie-Left-Her. 
AY ——— and ships offshore P —- 8 eplied in a statement 

a e word. caren . 

that he would be "glad to suspend 

The foxhole radio announcer,|the Marquis of Queensberry = 
hearing all the shooting, became parliamentary rules and other 
worried and went to his command-|-jes” He suggested that the In. 
ing officer with a statement worthy |qian named ”Winnie-Left-Her-Be. 











of being bed in the Archives hind” be the referee. 
of the State Speers: 4 Mellett could not be reached im- 
Sir,” he said, "I think I’ve done | mediately for comment. The harsh- 
something wrong. est words of other Senators were 
os eek directed at colleagues rather than 
iY M | ~_ ; a ee McKeller 
.. Tenn.), shouted, "Rotten, rot- 
U. $. May Infervene |: tenn... roves, “Rotten, mi 
lender (D., La.), at one point. El- 
lender was contending that Sena- 
n 0a a ema e tors who voted for the National 
Youth Administration could be 
a proved 4 Sg ages nnn By the 
m an argument o - 
WASHINGTON, March 21 (UP) rae am pad to pin the of 
—The Government may step into/munistic label on Williams. 
the apparently deadlocked coal} Sen. Scott Lucas (D., IIl.), as- 
contract negotiations today, accord-|serted that “politics” was behind 
ing to a statement made by Ho-|the opposition to Williams. He said 
he understood the Republicans got 
ward T. Colvin, Acting Director 
: together after losing the fight 
of Labor Dept. Conciliation Service. against Henry Wallace's confirma- 
Colvin said the Government had/tion as Secretary of Commerce and 
been watching the negotiations|/decided "here is a good chance to 
carefully and was prepared to in-|square things up by beating Wil- 
tervene at a moment’s notice, "We|liams.” 
will move in time to prevent any} Bushfield also named Sen. Joseph 
work stoppage,” he said. F. Guffey (D., Pa.), as one of the 
In the meanwhile, soft coal op-|participants in the "smear” game. 
erators and John L. Lewis traded} Guffey told the Senate recently 
hot words after failing again to/}that funds left over from the 194 
make headway toward a neW|campaign had been used to elect 
working agreement. Bushfield in 1942. Bushfield said 
With only 11 days before the|Guffey’s statement was "completely 
present contract expires, they ac-jand utterly false” and that Guffey 














Neisse River southeast of on} 

While Moscow said nothing ae 
the fighting on the southern front, 
the German High Command com: 


cused each other of an uncoopera-jknew it. — : 
tive attitude and blocking the| Meanwhile, Senate leaders esti- 
the Southern Coal Operation As-|decision could be made on Wil 
sociation, abandoned all efforts to|liams. 
declare Lewis’ request for ballot 
—-under the provisions of the Takes Heavy Death Toll 
Act—invalid. NLRB rejected the 
request last week. ANKARA, March 21 (UP) — 
edly trying to determine exactly}and many more were injured in 
how it should intervene. Turkey today when many of the 
earthquake tremors, it was al 
nounced in Ankara. 
’ ’ 
Guaranteed Wage Plan’ |stroyea “ana that some “locaitis 
isiediniant were still cut off. 
—President Roosevelt has ordered/these same shocks were felt *% 
a special committee to study the|Ceyhan, Mershin, Tarsus, Antalls 
can industry. —_———— — 
The President drew the atten- RED ARMY 
which said that "a guaranteed an- 
nual wage is one of the main aspir- 
search for the continuity of em- 
ployment which is _—, the most 


progress. mated it would be late today or 
have the scheduled strike ballot 

Latest reports indicated that 

Adana had three shocks of 
possibility of the development of a/ Kayseri and Nidge. 
tion of a press conference yesterday 

(Continued from page 1) a 

ations of American workers. 
vital economic and social objective 





Edward R. Burke, president of|possibly Friday before a vote and 
outlawed. He had priorly asked the 
National Labor Relations Board to Earthquake In Turkey 
Connally-Smith Labor Dispute 
The Government is now report-| Hundreds of people were killed 
aati country’s town’s were rocked by 
FDR Moves To Perfect 
many large buildings were (e- 
WASHINGTON, March 21 (UP) seconds each this morning and 
“guaranteed wage plan” in Ameri- > 
to a report by the War Labor Board 
"The search for it is part of the 
of our times.” 


munique said the Red Army had 
made new gains northwest © 





LI'L ABNER 


(Courtesy of United Features, distributed thru CNS) 





Szekesfehervar and ie . 
. i 
By AL CAPP Fe? Gocmane ead that on the north 


side of the Danube the Russians 








AH IS TRAPPED LIKE 
A RAT BUT Yo} MAH 


A FIGHTIN’ CHANCE 


DAY 7-YO' FEET 's 
WHAR YO’ Is 

STRONGEST IN, 
AN’ THEY WILE 
CARRY a, OPER 





Come 1046 by Tettnd Feature Symaionte. tae 
Te Bes. U8 Pet OM —Al rights rostered 


THETS SWEET TALK, + 
PAPPY DEAR, BUT NOTICE 6,3 
CHILE. GOT AT LEAST ] TH’ MONSTER STANDIN’ \& 
NEX’ T MES? 


COME SADIE HAWKINS } THEM 3:S08772/2 


KIN WALK 
[Say FASTER’N AH KIN 













NOTICE 





















THEN YO} PORE : 
CHILE, IS LIKEWISE 
A OND DUCKS. 













DAISY MAE?? 


NOT EGG-ZACKLY, 
AH GOT IT ALL FIXED 
UP FO’ DAISY MAE 
T'KETCH ME RIGHT 
OFF TH’ BATS SHE 
WILL SAVE ME FUM 
TH’ MONSTER #7 BUT—OHSF 
WHO WILL SAVE ME FUM 
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Best Mn coe pe were advancing toward the Bratis- 

ip SFP) lava gap. : 

ie CALS Atl COTA “rhe  hermans described o- 

Oo CEE monk| atest defeat along the Oder nev 

po ayy AN’ HIS Stettin as a withdrawal to the ts 

BLOOD Wizl SE ov | bank, but Moscow said that 4 n ~A 
ber of enemy formations W 


smashed, including the "Silesia” In- 
fantry Regiment which had beet 
brought north from Italy. 


(3: S087 AH GOTTA’ 









12,100,000 


.* ’ J 
' | AFHQ, March 21—A total of 1 

100,000 letters — weighing 242,00 

(iy wok. pounds — was transported , - 

“athe . eo Semen Fed by - on 

9 csoxnz|jing February, Col. A. G- 

in ===] chief postal officer in this theate 


announced today. 
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